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12 Shevat - 24 Adar 5775  

February 1 - March 15, 2015 

BULLETIN 

With the horrifying events of the past month and the 
ongoing emigration of Jews from France to Israel, this 
yearõs Isaacõs Memorial Lecture could not be more 
relevant or important.  

We will hear the history of this millennia old Jewish 
community. The first Jews arrived on the shores of 
southern France with the Romans in the second 
century B.C.E. and have been a presence ever since. 
Their history is replete with expulsions, pogroms, 
deportations, and ongoing anti-Semitism. Yet their 
story is also one of endurance, triumph, and 
accomplishment. In recounting the history of the Jews 
in France, this lecture will focus on both their 
difficulties and their hard-fought victories.  

The lecture will provide us the context to understand  
the current status of the French Jewish community, 
presently numbering more than 500,000, the third  
largest Jewish population in the world - and what  
their future might hold.  

Steven J. Rubin is Professor Emeritus of international 
studies and former Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Adelphi University, Garden City, New York. 
He is the author and editor of numerous books and 
articles on Jewish literature. He has lectured extensively, 
both here and abroad, on issues related to Jewish history 
and culture.  

Come be informed about this vital issue. 

 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

7:30PM 

FRIDAY, MARCH 6  

7:45PM COCKTAILS 

8:00PM SERVICE 

Violence, greed, jealousy, power, lust, parties, beauty and victory  
- no, itõs not the latest Martin Scorsese film, itõs the story of Purim. 

Get dolled up in your Red Carpet best or come as your favorite movie  
character for this yearõs Purim celebration.  

We will pre-party with Purim cocktails at 7:45pm. When the directors - uh, Rabbi and Cantor - yell ACTION! we 
will enjoy the prayers of our service set to beloved music from Hollywoodõs greatest films. You can expect plenty  
of fun and surprises as we celebrate our most over-the-top holiday in over-the-top Hollywood style!  

LIGHTS! CAMERA! PURI M!  

- A NIGHT AT THE OSC ARS  

THE JEWISH PRESENCE  

IN FRANCE FROM THE ROMANS  

TO THE PRESENT DAY  

ISAACõS MEMORIAL LECTURE WITH PROFESSOR STEVEN J. RUBIN  

http://www.chabad.org/calendar/view/day.asp?tdate=10/15/2013
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SNAPSHOT 

Temple is even better  
with friends!  

Know any families that are  
òshul shoppingó?  

Our Religious School opens its doors to  
prospective families interested in sampling  
our Sunday School and have the chance to meet   
with Rabbi Goldsmith, Cantor Stone, Marcie Aiuvalasit,  
Scott Allen and congregants from the Board of Trustees  
and Membership Committee.  

Please give Marcie the names of any families that you  
know might be interested. Marcie can be reached at  
914-967-4382 x15 or maiuvalasit@congregationemanuel.org.  

SAMPLE OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL  

SUNDAY, APRIL 12  

10:00 - 11:30AM  

CHANUKAH FAMILY SHABBAT  
On one of the darkest nights of the year our sanctuary 
glowed with the lights from dozens of menorahs as over  
100 people lit candles in celebration of Chanukah. A 
delicious dinner, a lively service, bright lights, favorite  
songs and our annual Spinagogue game made this a night  
to remember.  

Missed it this year? Enjoy these pictures and mark your 
calendar for Friday, December 11, 2015.   

HAMENTASHEN:  

PURIM DELICIOUSNESS  
Yes, you could buy them...but why not have 

some fun and make your own hamentashen! 

 

According to tradition, the three corners of the 

hamentashen represent the three-cornered hat 

that Haman wore in the time of Queen Esther. 

(Who knows why we would want to eat a hat!) 

The shape was combined with a cookie that 

was enjoyed in eastern Europe called the 

Mantashen, which means òpoppy seed pocketó. 

Today hamentashen are filled with everything 

imaginable from raspberry jam to chocolate to 

savory fillings like cheese or peanut butter. 

Enjoy this traditional cookie with the recipe 

provided and join us as we celebrate Purim on 

Friday, March 6 at 7:45PM.  

Hamentashen Recipe  
Makes 3 dozen cookies 

¶ 4 eggs 

¶ 1 cup oil 

¶ 1 1/4 cup sugar 

¶ 2 teaspoons vanilla 

¶ 3 teaspoons baking powder 

¶ 5 1/2 to 6 cups flour 

¶ 1-2 small jars baked good filling  
(apricot, prune, cherry, poppyseed, etc.) 
 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

2. Mix together eggs, oil, sugar, and vanilla. 

3. Add baking powder and flour. 

4. Knead until smooth. 

5. Roll out very thin (1/8 inch if you can) on a  

floured board. 

6. Cut out circles with a drinking glass. 

7. Put a dollop of filling in the center of each circle. 

8. Fold in three sides over the filling to make a  

triangle with filling showing in the center.  

9. Bake at 350 degrees for 15 minutes on a greased  

cookie sheet. 



 
3 

FEATURE        PAGE 

Snapshots 2 & 31 

Directory 3 

Rabbiõs Message 4 

Ritual Corner 5 

Cantorõs Message 7 

Reflect & Elevate 5-8 

Exec. Directorõs Message     9 

Step-Up & Give-Back 9-11 

Family Time 12 

Youth Activities  13 

& Program Directorõs Message   

Mix & Mingle 14-15 

Rel. Educatorõs Message 16 

Religious School & Youth 17-20 

Seek & Discover 21-23 

Acknowledgements 24-26 

Calendar 27-28 

Classifieds/Sponsors 29-30 

Upcoming Services 32 

To contact Rabbi Goldsmith 

directly: 914 -967-4382 ext. 13  
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HOWARD J. GOLDSMITH         EXT. 13      

Rabbi 

hgoldsmith@congregationemanuel.org 

MEREDITH STONE                        EXT. 19 

Cantor 

mstone@congregationemanuel.org 

DANIEL S. WOLK                          EXT. 11 

Rabbi Emeritus 

dswolk@gmail.com 

CHASE FOSTER                             EXT. 31 

Rabbinic Intern 

cfoster@congregationemanuel.org 

SCOTT ALLEN        EXT. 18   

Executive Director 

sallen@congregationemanuel.org 

MARCIE AIUVALASIT      EXT. 15   

Religious Educator 

maiuvalasit@congregationemanuel.org 

JANE DUBRO                           EXT. 21 

Youth Activities and Program Director 

jdubro@congregationemanuel.org 

ABBIE LEVITT                                EXT. 11 

Assistant Administrator 

alevitt@congregationemanuel.org 
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Pcjgegmsq Cbsa_rmpªq ?qqgqr_lr 

dburke@congregationemanuel.org 

CHRISTINA ROSENFELD     EXT. 25 

Events Manager 

crosenfeld@congregationemanuel.org 

STEVE EATON       EXT. 14 

Bookkeeper 

seaton@congregationemanuel.org 

ENRIQUE TORRES      EXT. 26 

Facilities Manager 

etorres@congregationemanuel.org 

OSCAR VELASQUEZ      EXT. 26 

Custodian 

facilities@congregationemanuel.org 

 

2125 Westchester Ave East  

Rye, New York 10580  

www.congregationemanuel.org  

914-967-4382  T      914-967-0845  F 

Please let us know  

of any exciting  

or important  

happenings in  

your family!  

IN THIS ISSUE  

  
Congregation Emanu-El of Westchester is 
our home for community, for spirit, for 
learning and for service to others. Just like 
any home, in addition to being welcoming, 
we also need to be safe and secure. To that 
end, the staff has partnered with our 
House Committee and other lay-leaders to 
bring new measures to the synagogue that 
will enhance security for staff, congregants 
and visitors alike. The following is in 
addition to our recently upgraded alarm 
and security camera systems. 
  
ENTRY BUZZERS  

To gain access to the building during 
normal business hours, 
please ring the buzzer 
located outside the 
sanctuary entrance or in 
the vestibule of the main 
entrance. Someone from 
the office will òbuzz you inó. Buzzing  
will not be necessary during school  
and worship hours when the doors will  
be unlocked. 
  
SECURITY OFFICER  

We will now have a security officer 
stationed at the main entrance on Tuesdays 
and Sundays during school hours. The 
officer will direct visitors to their intended 
destination and will help to ensure the 
safety of everyone in the building. 
 
Our hope is that these new measures will 
help maintain a sense of security and 
confidence for our families and guests.  

BOARD BUZZ:  

 WE ARE SECURE  
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(Adapted  from Social Justice 
Shabbat Sermon) 

Je suis une personne. Je suis non 
seulement juive. Je suis une personne. 

Today we confront violence.  
We see a threat to our values.  
We face an affront to our 
sensibilities. At moments like this we quickly 
categorize. Us and Them. East and West. Good and 
Evil. Native and Foreign. Jew and Non-Jew. 
Moderate and Fanatic. We fall back on these 
simplistic categories because we cannot truly process 
the brutality of mass-murder ð we donõt want to 
process it. And so, we simplify the ways that we view 
òThe Otheró.  

This instinct to view the world as black and white is 
natural. We seek out our group ð our groups ð so that 
we can circle the psychological/emotional/
ideological/tribal wagons and feel a sense of order 
and protection when the world seems chaotic. The 
wagons keep out The Other. And thatõs just the 
problem. We need to seek out all people - all others -  
who condemn murder, all people who abhor violence.  

We cannot keep them on the outside of our circled 
wagons, we must let them in no matter their skin 
color, meet them no matter their faith. When we find 
what we have in common we can create a wagon train 
of tolerance and respect, a trail of justice and 
righteousness.  

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, one of the leading 
rabbis, theologians, and civil rights activists of the 20th 
century, wrote an important essay in 1963 titled, òNo 
Religion is an Islandó. It is one of the seminal texts 
that guides Jewish efforts at interfaith cooperation 
and dialogue. When encountering The Other, Heschel 
admits:  

òTo meet a human being is a major challenge to  
mind and heart. I must recall what I normally forget. 
A person is not just a specimen of the species called 
homo sapiens. He is all of humanity in one, and 
whenever one man is hurt we are all injured. The 
human is a disclosure of the Divine, and all men are 
one in Godõs care for man. Many things on earth are 
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precious, some are holy, humanity is holy of holieséó 

In other words, every person is unique. We forget that 
uniqueness in moments of anxiety like the one we 
experience today. Instead of seeking uniqueness, we 
ascribe to individuals all of our stereotypes, our fears and 
anxieties, our assumptions. We do this most fervently 
when we are afraid, when events threaten our worldview. 
Yet that is the moment when we must draw The Other 
close. Why? Because decent people cannot defeat evil 
when alienated from one another by superficial 
difference, by differences that blind us to the humanity 
that we share, to the hopes and dreams shared by all 
people of good conscience. A willingness to reach out to 
The Other requires faith, requires humility, requires a 
desire to make a difference, to build a better future. 
Closing ranks is easy. Reaching out is holy.  

The solution to the problem of radical Islam fueled jihad 
is not simple. This toxin has poisoned nations on every 
continent and affected people of every skin color and 
religious background. When western, white liberals are 
attacked in Paris we take note. Perhaps it will help awaken 
us to the violence Islamic extremists perpetrate against 
Christians, Jews, Hindus and fellow Muslims in the 
Middle East, in Africa, in the Indian sub-continent, in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan ð around the world. As Abelõs 
blood called to God from the ground where Cain spilled 
it, so must the blood of all people cry out to us, calling us 
to be our brothersõ keeper.  

As Jews face record levels of anti-Semitism across 
Europe, it becomes ever more vital that we reach out, that 
we remind the world that a threat to the Jews is, indeed, a 
threat to all people. Anti-Israel sentiment, alienated 
Muslim populations, and old fashioned, medieval anti-
Semitism create a poison whose only antidote is 
engagement and dialogue, breaking down walls and 
building up understanding and respect. Perhaps by 
reaching out to The Other, we will get a taste of what 
Heschel promises at the end of his essay:  

òWhat is urgently needed are ways of helping one another 
in the terrible predicament of here and now by the 
courage to believe that the word of God endures for ever 
as well as here and now; to cooperate in trying to bring 
about a resurrection of sensitivity, a revival of conscience; 
to keep alive the divine sparks in our soulséó 

We can then look at The Other and say: Vous êtes une 
personne. Nous sommes des personnes. 

 

...we can create a wagon train  
of  tolerance and respect, a trail of   
justice and righteousness.  



 

REFLECT & ELEVATE 
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RITUAL CORNER:  

PURIM CUSTOMS  

òMake them days of feasting and gladness, and of sending gifts 
one to another, and gifts to the pooré that these days should be 
remembered and kept throughout every generation.ó 

- Book of Esther 9:22, 28 

One of our most joyous holidays is just around the corner:  
Purim! The name Purim comes from the Hebrew word ðġī  
 pur,  which means òlotó and refers to the lots that the evil Haman 
cast to decide the date on which to destroy the Jews. In the end,  
the Jews destroyed Haman and his ilk instead and we have 
celebrated it ever since. The Book of Esther gives us the basic 
requirements for a Purim celebration: 

 

ògifts to the pooró  
Purim is an especially auspicious time to 
give tzedakah, charity, to those in need. 
There is a custom of giving more to the 
poor than to our friends from the 
teaching of Maimonides (12th century) 
that òthere is no greater joy than to cause  

                                     the poor to rejoice.ó  

òfeasting and gladnessó  
Purim is a holiday of unrestrained 
joy accompanied by parties, 
drinking, eating, costumes and 
rabbinic- sanctioned foolishness 
of every kind.  

òshould be rememberedó  

We read the story of Purim in the Book 

of Esther each year to remember the 

events of our victory over oppression.  

òsending gifts one to anotheró  

There is a tradition of sending at  

least two items of ready-to-eat food  

or drink to our friends. This tradition 

is called mishloach manot or, sometimes, 

shelach manos.  

ISRAEL IS AT  

A CROSSROADS,  

AND YOUR VOTE 

COUNTS!  

Much is at stake when it comes to womenõs 
rights, freedom of worship and peace in  
the region. 

All Jews around the world can now vote for 
delegates in the World Zionist Organizationõs 
Congress. The Congress sets the priorities 
and board of governors for the Jewish 
Agency for Israel, a major force in Israeli 
society.  

Their decisions effect key areas: 

Womenõs Rights & Gender Equality 
We strive to create a world in which gender 
equality is the rule ð where men and women 
can pray, work and live together as equals 
deserving of the same respect and honor. 

Religious Equality 
We envision and work for a society in which 
all denominations are treated fairly and with 
respect ð and all of us are seen as Jews, 
regardless of our level of observance. 

Peace 
Lasting peace, security and stability for Israel, 
the Palestinians and the surrounding Middle 
East region is possible through a 
commitment to a two-state solution. 
Although the road may seem long, we are 
building the path to that peace every day. 

1. Your vote can make a real difference  
    for the future of the Jewish State and  
    Jewish People. 

2. Vote now by visiting:  

    www.reformjews4israel.org. 

3. Voting is open until April 15, 2015.  

 
 



 

REFLECT & ELEVATE 
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Lights! Camera! Purim! - A Night at the Oscars  

Friday, March 6, 7:45PM 

Violence, greed, jealousy, power, lust, parties, beauty and victory - no, itõs not the latest Martin Scorsese 
film, it's the story of Purim! Get dolled up in your Red Carpet best or come as your favorite movie 
character for this year's Purim celebration. You can expect plenty of fun and surprises as we celebrate our 
most over-the-top holiday in over-the-top Hollywood fashion! 

Young Families Purim Celebration  

Saturday, March 7, 9:30 - 11:00AM 

Celebrate Purim with your children through story, song, snacks, crafts and a brief, joyful Shabbat 
morning service. In the spirit of the holiday, parents are invited to enjoy mimosas (non-alcoholic option is 
available, too) while their  kids spin groggers to make joyful noise! Admission is free. Please bring a new, 
unwrapped container of chewable childrenõs multi-vitamins to donate to Afya. For children 6 months - 
2nd grade. Open to the community.  RSVP to Jane: jdubro@congregationemanuel.org. 

Purim Learning for Little Ones: Kindergarten and Pre -K Drop -Off Program  

Sunday, March 8, 9:30 - 11:30AM 

Children learn about this fun, fanciful festival with age-appropriate activities, music, snacks and art 
projects. Drop off your children with our outstanding teachers and pick them up happy and full of Purim 
treats. All Pre-K students must be potty trained. RSVP to Marcie: maiuvalasit@congregationemanuel.org. 
Parents are invited to join their pre-k and k students at 11:00am for the Purim schpiel.  and carnival. 

Religious School Purim Schpiel  

Sunday, March 8, 11:00 - 11:30AM 

Our religious school students and parents will enjoy a fun (and age-appropriate!) re-telling of the most 
scandalous tale from our ancient past. We will celebrate with favorite Purim songs and a parade by our 
youngest students. We are commanded to hear the story of Esther each year and this is a fun, family-
friendly way to check that commandment off your annual to-do list.    

Purim Carnival  

Sunday, March 8, 11:30AM - 1:00PM 

Games! Prizes! Food! Excitement! After the schpiel, enjoy our annual Purim Carnival sponsored and run 
by our Youth Group. The Susan Schweitzer Family Learning Center will overflow with popcorn, bake 
sale items, face painting, prizes and much more! $5 for 25 tickets, all proceeds go to tzedakah.  All friends, 
relatives & community members are welcome. 

Purim 5775 @ Emanu -El  

GET YOUR  

GROGGER ON!  


