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Congregants who RSVP by Wednesday, May 5 will be hand delivered
a special goody bag with snacks, cocktail reception items, and more!
If you miss that deadline, RSVP by Monday, May 10 and pick up a goody bag at the temple.
The Talmud teaches by saying 100 blessings a day we foster
gratitude that can see us through any difficulty. While this
has been a tough year, there have also been many blessings.
We will take this night to celebrate those blessings – those
silver linings.

In addition to our meaningful journal, we will also have an
exciting online auction filled with unique experiences
donated by congregants, staff, and clergy. There is also the
opportunity to sponsor Silver Linings Support items which
maintain and enhance our vibrant community. All funds
The benefit itself will take place on Zoom and will feature an raised support the Annual Fund which provides Emanu-El
opportunity to connect over a cocktail, a moving look back at with critical budget support and ensures that we can
this last year, an Emanu-El themed game, and a few surprises. welcome anyone as a member, regardless of their financial
circumstances. See page 10 for more details.
As for honorees, this is your chance to honor anyone who
brought you comfort and joy during this pandemic year.
For questions or assistance, please contact Denise Eisler at
Honor your friends and loved ones. Celebrate Emanu-El.
deisler@c-e-w.org or 914-967-4382 x1014.
Make sure that we can continue to be there for everyone.

Mitzvah Shabbat
& Pizza Truck Dinner

(in person/outdoors & on Zoom)
Friday, May 7 (rain date: Friday, May 14)
5:30pm Pizza & Projects/ 6:15pm Service
This year we are bringing Mitzvah Shabbat to the parking lot!
Come early for delicious brick oven pizza on us, get a
mitzvah bag filled with projects to do in your designated
spot, followed by a brief Shabbat service. We missed
gathering last year in person, and we are so happy that we
can come together again (socially distanced, of course)! If
you plan on attending in person, you must RSVP for this
event at tinyurl.com/mitzvahshabbat
For congregants who cannot attend but would like to pick up
a mitzvah bag to work on at home, contact Jane at
914-967-4382 x1021 or jdubro@c-e-w.org
This Social Action program is generously supported by
Marcie Aiuvalasit in memory of her beloved husband Tony
and The Jared Dubro Legacy Fund.

Author Luncheon: Susan Celia Greenfield
& Dennis Barton (Zoom)
Thursday, May 20, 12:00pm
Sacred Shelter: 13 Journeys of Homelessness and Healing
follows the lives of thirteen people who experienced
homelessness and graduated from an interfaith life skills
empowerment program in New York City. Interspersed
among their stories are reflections from directors, clerics,
and volunteers involved in the life skills empowerment
program.
Marcie Aiuvalasit will moderate our discussion with editor
Susan Celia Greenfield and contributor Dennis Barton.
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SNAPSHOT
A Reflection on Spring Break in Alabama with the Cohens: A Civil Rights Journey

When you think of spring break destinations, you
might think of a sunny beach in Florida. With being
cooped up inside for nearly a year, and not ready to
host family for Passover, we decided to do something
nontraditional, and drive 15 hours to Alabama; we
decided to go on a civil rights journey, led by Billy
Planer of Etgar 36. Over the last two years, several
roads led us to Alabama. Prior to COVID, we pieced
together our family tree and discovered some distant
relatives in Alabama. More recently, Hayden’s Academy
class was facilitated by Billy Planer, who runs civil
rights trips for families and children throughout the
year. In addition, Hayden had been moved to raise
money for the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC)
during the George Floyd protests.
There were four parts of our
trip that were very meaningful
for us. One was the Equal
Justice Initiative in
Montgomery, founded by
Bryan Stevenson whose story
was featured in Just Mercy with
Michael B. Jordan and Jamie
Foxx. The most moving
experience was the EJI
Lynching Museum outdoor exhibit. We had to navigate
through a maze of steel pillars representing every
county’s tombstone of African-American lynchings.
The volume of pillars, and lynching dates that went as
late as the 1940s was shocking and disturbing. This
experience was also given a Jewish lens by being paired
with the retelling of the lynching story of Leo Frank
and the bombing of The Temple in Atlanta.
Also in Montgomery was the
Rosa Parks Museum which
tells the story of the fight for
bus integration, but also
dispelled many of the myths
of the Montgomery Bus
Boycott and Rosa Parks.
While the myth of Rosa
Parks is of a frail woman, her
protest occurred when she was a spry 42 years old. It
was also that her life was very hard and lived a difficult
life as a result of the protest. Another hidden and
impactful story we learned was about the person who
donated funds to establish the Rosa Parks museum,
whose Jewish influential family in Montgomery was
resilient throughout this period, which led to
posthumous regret.
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Our stop in Selma was
incredibly meaningful by
following the footsteps of what
became Bloody Sunday. We
visited the historic Brown
Chapel Church, the organization
of the civil rights movement
there, and the events around
Bloody Sunday. We walked past the place where
Dr. James Reeb, a Boston based minister was assaulted
and killed by the KKK prior to Bloody Sunday. It was
also surprising to learn the nuanced details of Jews
during this time, where they were present on both the
civil rights and segregationist groups, along with a silent
majority. Lastly, visiting Mishkan Israel, the only
synagogue in Selma, where its membership is 3 families;
it reminds us that our community’s existence is not a
guarantee.
Our final stop on our social
justice journey was Birmingham.
Here we met with Bishop
Woods who was a living
encyclopedia of civil rights in
Birmingham. While visiting the
16th Street Baptist Church we
learned about the events leading up to and around the
church bombing, where four innocent girls were killed.
Here, we also got to explore some Cohen history as
well, where we learned about the role a local Jewish
Birmingham philanthropist (my great-great-great Uncle
Louis Pizitz) had in supporting Jewish and civic causes
throughout his lifetime.
For as many observations as we had on this trip, it led
to only more questions. Systemic racism is real, and not
a historical issue that exists someplace far away, and in
another era. Systemic rights are a “here” and “now”
conversation, only magnified by the Chauvin trial, or
the recently passed Georgia Voting Law.

For those interested in doing this trip, I highly
recommend a guide; there’s a lot of context and nuance
here, and details that are not taught in school. You need
to submerse yourself in it to understand it.
Co-written by Debra & Larry Cohen

2125 Westchester Ave East
Rye, New York 10580
www.c-e-w.org
Phone: 914-967-4382
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Racial Justice: Highlights from Our Community
Read of Caste
In his Emanumail message on January 4, Rabbi Goldsmith
wrote: “We have a serious issue with race in this country.
As people persecuted for 2,000 years, we have a special
responsibility to understand the issues of race and to work to
make our country better.”
In the fall, several congregants, along with Rabbi Goldsmith,
attended a Zoom presentation sponsored by Hadar given by
Eric K. Ward, the Executive Director of Race Forward of the
Western States Center, which works with the Southern
Poverty Law Center. Eric Ward is the author of the article,
Skin in the Game: American Jews, Whiteness, and the Contemporary
Movement for Racial Justice. After the meeting, a group including
Bruce Freyer, Ann Spindel, MJ Wolff, and Emily Cohen, met
with Rabbi Goldsmith to explore next steps we might take as
a congregation. The group decided to pursue Ann’s
suggestion to read and discuss Caste, The Origins of our
Discontents, by Isabel Wilkerson. Some of you may have read
this book or perhaps her earlier book, The Warmth of Other
Suns, both of which have been the recent subject of much
attention.
And so began a wonderful journey where from January to
April congregants met with Rabbi Goldsmith for five
sessions to discuss the issues and questions raised by the
(continued on page 9)
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RABBI GOLDSMITH’S MESSAGE
Live and In-Person
We’ve been a flexible people since
around 586 BCE. That was the year
that the Babylonian king
Nebuchadnezzar sacked Jerusalem
and destroyed The Temple. Without
a place to perform the sacrificial
worship described in the Torah, the
Jews exiled in Babylonia had to
create a new way to connect with God. They innovated
and synagogue was born. Then, in 532 BCE,
Nebuchadnezzar was defeated by King Cyrus of Persia
and the Jews were allowed to go back to Jerusalem,
rebuild The Temple, and restart sacrificial worship.
Sacrifice returned to being the primary mode of
worship but those new-fangled synagogues in Babylonia
did not close. It was this new hybrid – synagogue AND
sacrifice at The Temple – that allowed Judaism to
survive once Rome destroyed the second Temple in 70
CE and Jews were dispersed around the world. With
their synagogues – the innovation of 586 BCE – they
could carry on in new ways.
Nothing compares to the traumas of The Temples’
destructions, but the pandemic has transformed the
ways that we gather and pray in ways that echo the
innovation of our ancestors in Babylonia. Forced out of
our synagogue, we innovated new ways to come
together – online and outdoors – that have sustained
our community throughout these challenging times.
Everything moved online: Religious School, adult
education, b’nei mitzvah, funerals, lectures, committee
meetings, even our upcoming Silver Linings Spring
Benefit. The results have been phenomenal.
Like our ancestors in Babylonia, we have discovered
many benefits to this new “venue”. First, it’s easy. Just
as our ancestors no longer had to schlepp to Jerusalem
to worship, we do not have to schlepp to the synagogue
to pray. Just as our ancestors realized that they could
learn locally, we have been able to log in and learn from
every room in our house. At The Temple, the worship
was left to the priests. At the synagogues, suddenly our
ancestors could go straight to God through prayers – it
was more immediate, more democratic. In a similar
way, everyone on Zoom takes up the same amount of
real estate on the screen, everyone is present, everyone’s
voice can be heard (notwithstanding the Mute All
button!). Where the priests held all the power and clout
at The Temple, new preachers and teachers arose in
Babylonia and so knowledge grew and spread. Similarly,
with Zoom, we are able to easily learn with scholars
around the country and around the world.

Just as King Cyrus allowed for a return to normal,
the vaccines now hold out the promise of a return to
the sanctuary of our beloved synagogue. The
overwhelming feeling is one of gratitude. When the fall
comes and we’re able to be together again, it will mean
a return to the sort of community and intimacy that no
online platform can replicate. Just as the Jews rebuilt
The Temple upon their return, we will return to a
renovated sanctuary – new carpet, new lighting, new
seating, and, of course, our new roof! Learning in
person, especially for our religious school students –
will mean the kind of innovative programming and
personal connections that they will never forget. So, we
are excited.

Nothing compares to the traumas of The
Temples’ destructions, but the pandemic
has transformed the ways that we gather
and pray in ways that echo the innovation
of our ancestors in Babylonia.
And, we also know that some of the innovations of
this online period are worth keeping. Exactly how we
do that is going to be a work in progress. But we are
already working on a few exciting ideas. First, we will
make sure that those who wish to log in for services on
Friday nights can still do so. We’ve upgraded our
sanctuary cameras and are already experimenting with
how to bring the online folks “into” the sanctuary so
that they can not only view, but participate in services.
We’re investing in new video conferencing technology
that will make it easier for people to join a day time
class or lecture from their home, their office, or their
vacation. The goal here, too, is for them to not only
listen in, but be active participants “in the room”. The
same goes for our committee meetings, book groups,
and other gatherings. We hope to maintain the benefits
of being online and add them to the blessings of being
in person.
This means experimenting. We’re not going to get it
right every time. We’ll adjust and tweak and invest and
revise as necessary, as things continue to evolve. But in
everything we do, we always keep the focus on
sustaining our loving community and forwarding our
sacred mission.

Howard J. Goldsmith, Rabbi
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CANTOR STONE’S MESSAGE
A First Yahrzeit
My sister’s husband, Arnon, died
suddenly last April. While the shock
has worn off and the grief is not as
raw, the pain of loss is still very real.
A year later, many of us are, or will
be, observing a first yahrzeit as we
remember beloved family members
and friends who died during the tumultuous months
when the pandemic went into full swing. Traditionally,
in the weeks prior to a first yahrzeit, it is customary to
visit the cemetery, with or without clergy, for a simple
ceremony of “unveiling”, or dedicating, a grave
marker. A few psalms or prayers may be recited,
memories may be shared, a stone left to indicate we
were there. If the person was not buried, this may be
the time to scatter the ashes. Rituals such as these
mark an important passage of time. We are beginning
to find our way back to life. We are in a different place.
A ritual at the first yahrzeit can help us with the
unresolved grief that so many have felt over the past
year.

If you’ve ever experienced this situation, it can feel
disorienting, as if the person were not really gone.
A few years ago, when my voice teacher died, there
was no service as she specified her students could
have a party in her memory. As a member of our
temple, you are not on your own to figure out the
answers to these types of questions. Along with
Jewish tradition and ritual, we have caring clergy to
guide you and help you.
When my brother-in-law Arnon died last year during
the height of the pandemic, there could be no funeral
and no travel. Neither his family and friends in Israel,
nor the Stone and Rutishauser families here at home
could go to Florida to comfort my sister and her sons
as they mourned. Now, a year later, fully vaccinated, a
representative few finally came together to give Arnon
the final farewell he deserved and would have loved.

Meredith Stone, Cantor

Our struggles to process loss during this
past year were compounded by other
issues that sometimes arise in families...
Sadly, this past year we were denied the usual practices
and comforts that help us through “the valley of the
shadow of death,” to quote Psalm 23. The pandemic
kept many from accompanying loved ones to the
cemetery, kept us from hugging and comforting our
families and friends. It kept us from shoveling dirt on
the grave, a difficult yet powerful act of love that helps
us begin the process of acceptance, closure and
ultimate healing. In some cases, we could not even
hold a funeral or memorial. In our congregation, for
the 30 day period after someone has died, during
which we remember the names of the deceased at our
Shabbat services, we had to be content to hear the
names over Zoom.
Our struggles to process loss during this past year were
compounded by other issues that sometimes arise in
families: What if the deceased’s wishes were not in
keeping with those of the mourners? What if family
members disagree about, for example, cremation?
What if the deceased specified no funeral or memorial
at all? It can be particularly disturbing when mourners
have no opportunity to formally acknowledge the loss.

5

REFLECT & ELEVATE
Shavuot Yizkor Service (Zoom)
Monday, May 17, 7:30am
There are four times throughout the year when we
traditionally come together as a community to remember
those who have passed away: Yom Kippur, Sukkot,
Passover and Shavuot. This is the final Yizkor service for
the year 5781.

SAVE THE DATE
Shabbat on the Beach (in person/outdoors)
Friday, August 6
6:00pm Pre-Neg, 6:30pm Service
Our annual Shabbat on the Beach service is a relaxing
way to bring a close to your week, and appropriate for
all ages. More information to come.

Sacred Stories Shabbat (in person/outdoors
& on Zoom)
Friday, May 21, 6:00pm
We are inspired by the sacred sparks we see in ordinary
and extraordinary stories congregants share with us all.
Our thematic Sacred Stories Shabbat services combine
congregant reflections with a musical twist, guest
speaker, or deeper learning. All of these services inspire
as they connect us to each other and our tradition.

Ritual Corner
ze·da·kah - /tsidôkə,tsədäˌkä/ - noun
(among Jewish people) charitable giving, typically seen
as a moral obligation.

“one common form of tzedakah was to allocate a
portion of the harvest for the poor.”
Our tradition makes it clear that donating money to
help others is an obligation. The word we use,
“tzedakah,” comes from the root meaning “justice” –
something which the Torah commands us to pursue
(Deuteronomy 16:20). It is worth noting that this is
different from “charity” which is defined by its
voluntary nature and whose etymology is from Old
English meaning “Christian love for one’s fellows.” It
is wonderful if we donate tzedakah with a willing heart,
with love and happiness. But even if we resent it, we’re
obligated to do it.
Thanks to the vision and generosity of the Tanenbaum
family, we have made giving tzedakah that much easier.
In honor of their daughter Rebecca becoming
bat mitzvah, John and Amy donated a beautiful new
tzedakah box at the entrance of our sanctuary. As you
can see from the picture, the box represents our ark
and the windows behind it. It is inscribed with the
quotation from the prophet Micah reminding us that
doing justice is central to being Jewish (Micah 6:8).
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So, the next time you’re at the synagogue, make sure
to check out our new Tzedakah box – and drop
something in to help fulfill your obligation to give.

STEP-UP & GIVE BACK
It is more important than ever that we continue our acts
of tikkun olam (repairing our world) in our communities.
Even with ongoing social distancing, there is no
shortage of volunteer opportunities to help those in
need of support. To learn more about how you can get
involved, contact Social Action Committee Chair
Hedy Cardozo at hedozo@aol.com.
2020-21 Collections
September
High Holy Day Food Drive - DONE!
October

Coats for Hope Coat Drive - DONE!

November

Have a Heart Gift Drive - DONE!

December
& January

Afya Collection - DONE!

February

Cereal Drive - DONE!

March

Feeding Westchester - DONE!

April/May

Mitzvah Shabbat New Book
& New Pajama Drive

June

Gently Used Backpack Collection
for Midnight Run

Gently Used Backpack Collection
for Midnight Run
Tuesday, June 1 - Wednesday,
June 30
The school year is coming to a close,
and if your child will not be using the
same backpack in September, we will
gladly take their gently used backpack.
These bags will be used during our Midnight Run in the
fall. Collection bins will be located outside of the
sanctuary through June.
The COVID-19 Relief Hub for Westchester
Many Westchester residents are struggling due to job
loss, anxiety, food insecurity, and other challenges
caused by the pandemic. The COVID-19 Relief Hub,
a UJA initiative, powered by WJCS, is offering free
services to assist Westchester residents and New
Yorkers across the five boroughs and Long Island
who have critical needs due to the far-reaching impact
of the pandemic.
Learn more at https://tinyurl.com/WJCSaid

Kosher Food Pantry in New Rochelle:
Volunteers Needed
In April, UJA-Federation of New
York, in partnership with HOPE
Community Services, Feeding
Westchester, and Metropolitan
Council on Jewish Poverty, opened
the first Kosher food pantry in
Westchester. The pantry, located in
New Rochelle, is currently looking for volunteers to
help pack, hand out or deliver food on Thursdays
between 9:00am - 12:00pm. Children under 13 must
be accompanied by an adult. High school students are
welcome to come on their own! These volunteer
opportunities are one-time so there is no long-term
commitment.
For more information or to volunteer, contact
Social Action Committee Chair Hedy Cardozo at
hedozo@aol.com.

Social Justice Committee Update:
Reform Movement’s Racial Justice Campaign
As Reform Jews, we are called to fulfill the sacred work
of creating a more just, compassionate, and whole
world. This sacred work cannot be authentically done
without a focus on racial justice.
The Reform Movement’s Racial Justice Campaign
builds on the Civic Engagement Campaign. This
campaign will address systemic racism by demanding
policy change on both a state and federal level and will
also push members of our community to do essential
Racial Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (REDI) and
antiracism work within our communities and ourselves.
If you would like more information or would like to
learn how you can become an advocate, contact
Social Justice Committee Co-Chairs Hedy Cardozo
at hedozo@aol.com or Marcie Aiuvalasit at
maiuvalasit@c-e-w.org.
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JANE DUBRO’S MESSAGE
Committees in Community
“Community is society with a human face,
the place where we know we’re not alone.”
- Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
“Committees in Community” is much
more than a catchy alliterative phrase. It is
a vibrant mechanism for our members to
learn about new initiatives, have a voice,
get involved, and impact the future of our collective.
President Emily Cohen, understanding the importance of
community and commitment, established a series of five
meetings each year to bring committee members together in
order to share information about their projects, and to
brainstorm and implement new programs and projects.

...connect with others and help shape the
present and future of CEW. You can
make a difference.
When we were able to meet in person pre-pandemic, we
renewed friendships, met new people, shared dinner and
came away with a deeper connection to CEW and all of the
good that we do. This year our meetings are on Zoom and
begin with words of inspiration from Rabbi Goldsmith
followed by committee meetings in breakout rooms. I am
impressed at how well our committee members have
adapted, connected, collaborated and supported one another.
I am deeply grateful to be a part of these meaningful
discussions.
It is our strong sense of community that has allowed us to
thrive in spite of the social distancing and physical
separation. We always knew our community was unique,
but it is the past year that has demonstrated just how
powerful it is.
Throughout the pandemic our committees have been active
and productive. For example, high holiday packages and
Purim baskets were distributed to the entire community,
bereavement baskets have been delivered to grieving families
and COVID safety features have been implemented in the
building.
Much has been accomplished by our committees, but there
is room for YOU to share your talents and ideas, connect
with others and help shape the present and future of CEW.
You can make a difference.
Following is a list of committees that might be of interest
to you.
Caring Community members reach out to fellow
congregants in times of loss, grief and life cycle crises, as well
as in times of celebration, checking in to see how they can
lend a hand.
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The Membership Committee liaises with new and
prospective members, encouraging them to join and/or
become active in our CEW family. Committee members
interact with both new and veteran members so they feel
welcome and enjoy all the benefits of congregational life.
Recruitment efforts include outreach to Jewish families
and individuals in the community and beyond who are
not yet affiliated with a congregation.
Our Religious School Committee is a forum for the
development of an excellent educational program which
links our students to their Jewish heritage and fosters in
our children a life-long commitment to Jewish values and
continued learning.
Ritual Committee members collaborate with the clergy
to enhance and guide the synagogue’s religious and ritual
philosophies and practices.
The Social Action/Social Justice Committees
coordinate all events and collections which focus on
improving the lives of others. CEW values both
compassion and community; our laws and history teach us
the importance of welcoming strangers and respecting
neighbors.
Sisterhood provides the incredible women of our temple
an opportunity to come together and enjoy the company
of and inspire others. Sisterhood provides an outlet for
our members creative energy and talent.
The Benefit Committee organizes our Spring Benefit.
Committee members work together to make this annual
fundraising event a huge success. There are many subcommittees, each with a specific set of responsibilities.
The Young Families Committee plans holiday-related
happenings for the young children of our community,
ages six months through 2nd grade.
Our House Committee oversees the buildings and
grounds of CEW to best enable the spiritual, educational,
cultural and social needs and activities of our
congregation. The committee works closely with the staff
and clergy to ensure that the facilities are managed
efficiently and economically.
As you can see, there are so many ways to connect and be
an active and involved member of the CEW community!
Please contact me for more information. I look forward
to hearing from you.
Peace & Love,

Jane Dubro, Youth Activities & Program Director

ADULT LEARNING & PROGRAMS
An Evening of Fine Art & Amusement (Zoom)
Thursday May 6, 7:00pm
Artist Rachel Goldsmith will takes us on
an exclusive art tour where you will get an
inside look at Rachel’s newest work and
hear stories behind her art that she’s never
told anywhere else (and gain access to
super special, show-only pricing). Rachel is
giving away a piece of art and will be drawing a name at
random during the art tour! Enter to win a piece of
Rachel’s art at https://tinyurl.com/rachCEW
Beit Midrash (Zoom)
Saturdays, May 8 & 22, 9:00am
We continue our deep exploration of Jewish ideas and the
ways they shape us as Reform Jews today, with a special
focus on Jewish thought in the late 20th and early 21st
Century. Using the recently published book, The New
Jewish Cannon, edited by Yehuda Kurtzer and Claire E.
Sufrin, we will examine the ways that Jewish thought and
ideas have evolved with incredible speed.
Book & Bites Sessions (Zoom)
Tuesday, May 11, 7:00pm
Sacred Shelter: Thirteen Journeys of Homelessness and Healing
by Susan Celia Greenfield
Tuesday, June 8, 7:00pm
Passing by Nella Larsen
Author Luncheon: Susan Celia Greenfield
& Dennis Barton (Zoom)
Thursday, May 20, 12:00pm
See page 1 for details.
Book Club (Zoom)
Thursday, June 17, 10:15am
Apeirogon: A Novel by Colum McCann
RSVP to Marcie at maiuvalasit@c-e-w.org.
Next Step (in person)
Sundays, May 9 & June 13, 11:00am
This group of men meet to discuss personal issues that
they face in retirement. The bonds of friendship and a
deep sense of trust have allowed this group to continue
for many years. Next Step is facilitated by Paul Spindel
(retired executive). For more information, contact Paul
at 914-632-1264.
Single Malt Torah (Zoom)
Thursday, May 20, 8:00pm
Grab your favorite beverage and log in
for Single Malt Torah with Rabbi Goldsmith
and other men from the congregation!

(continued from page 3)

author, our understandings, our reactions, our responses,
our feelings, and our questions for ourselves. Because
there were five sessions and we read the book in sections,
we were able to delve deeply into some of the issues
raised. We sought to deepen our understanding of
Wilkerson’s framework in which she has set forth “caste”
as being the way to understand identity and injustice in
our society, believing that ‘racism’ is too narrow a
construct. We were also able to openly and candidly
express our reactions, our questions, our needs to better
understand our assumptions and where we are in our
thinking and our behavior. The sessions were led skillfully
by Rabbi Goldsmith, so that everyone was able to speak.
He kept us focused by constantly referring to passages in
the text and then posing questions to open up the
discussion as exemplified by the following:
In our first session, after reading Wilkerson’s definition of
Caste and Casteism (page 70), Rabbi Goldsmith rephrased
what she had said as follows: “Casteist – invested in
keeping the hierarchy as it is or content to do nothing to
change it.” He then asked us to consider: “How are they
the same? How are they different? In what ways do we
contribute to maintaining the hierarchy?”
Each section of the book was well researched and
documented combining history, sociology, and personal
stories of real people.

In our last session, we were introduced to the concept of
“radical empathy” (page 386) “Radical empathy is not
about you and what you would do in a situation you have
never been in and perhaps never will. It is the kindred
connection from a place of deep knowing that opens your
spirit to the pain of another as they perceive it.” At this
point, Rabbi Goldsmith began our discussion by saying,
“Wow. Just wow. This requires profound humility. It
means that the goal is not to love your neighbor as
yourself. But, instead, to love your neighbor as she is.
What do you make of this?”
We then began to think about next steps in this journey of
understanding and questioning. We expressed our
gratitude to Rabbi Goldsmith for the time and effort he
dedicated to a deep reading of the text, preparing and
creating the questions that guided our discussions, and
assuring that everyone had a voice. For us, this was not
only an opportunity to understand the author’s thinking,
to question our own beliefs and assumptions, as one of
the participants said more than once, “I am still working
on it, but to listen to each other and to get to know and
value each other’s thoughts and feelings.”
We look forward to other opportunities to not only
continue conversations, but to find ways to act and
contribute to moving forward to a more just and better
society.
Co-written by Joan Kass & Ann Spindel
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SPRING BENEFIT
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NAOMI FABES’ MESSAGE
Will You Come Play With Me?
What do you think of when you hear
the word play? Maybe you picture a
group of elementary school aged
children chasing each other on a
playground, swinging across monkey
bars and jumping off the swing set to
see who can land the furthest. Maybe
you picture a toddler role-playing as a
mother while pretending to whip up a plastic (but
delicious!) meal in her mini-kitchen to feed her baby doll.
Or maybe you picture a group of kids decked out in
galoshes, digging and building little ditches, channels,
aqueducts, and tunnels after a heavy rainstorm leaves a
muddy mess in the backyard. What you probably don’t
think of when you hear the word play is the word learning.
Why do you think that is?
The study of play has a long history. From Plato to Kant,
from Froebel to Piaget, philosophers, historians, biologists,
psychologists, and educators have studied this ubiquitous
behavior to understand how and why we play. Even
animals play! This fact alone has led researchers to
speculate that play must have some adaptive value given the
sheer perilousness and energy cost to growing individuals.
Research suggests that play is a central ingredient to
learning, allowing children to imitate adult behaviors,
practice motor skills, process emotional events, and learn
much about their world. One thing play is not, is frivolous.
Renowned psychologist and child development theorist
Jean Piaget was quoted in his later years as saying “Our real
problem is – what is the goal of education? Are we forming
children that are only capable of learning what is already
known? Or should we try developing creative and
innovative minds, capable of discovery from the preschool
age on, throughout life?” I think it goes without saying that
Piaget would advocate for helping students understand
learning as a lifelong process of discovery and joy.
Being a kid is critical. We see the signature of early
childhood experience literally in people’s bodies. As data
shows in the study done by the Center on the Developing
Child at Harvard, The Foundations of Lifelong Health Are
Built in Early Childhood, positive early experiences lead to
longer life expectancy, better overall health, and improved
ability to manage stress. Plus, long-term social emotional
capabilities are more robust when children have a chance to
learn through play; form deep relationships; and when their
developing brains are given the chance to grow in a
nurturing, language-rich, and relatively unhurried
environment.
Play is the defining feature of human development: the
impulse is hardwired into us and can’t be suppressed. It’s
crucial that we recognize that while the play impulse is one

thing, understanding the nuts and bolts of actually playing
is not always so natural, and may require careful
cultivation.
Children learn best through first-hand experiences—play
motivates, stimulates and supports children in their
development of skills, concepts, language acquisition,
communication skills, and concentration. During play,
children use all of their senses, must convey their
thoughts and emotions, explore their environment, and
connect what they already know with new knowledge,
skills and attitudes.
It is in the context of play that children test out new
knowledge and theories. They reenact experiences to
solidify understanding. And it is here where children first
learn and express symbolic thought, a necessary
precursor to literacy. Play is the earliest form of
storytelling. And, it is how children learn how to
negotiate with peers, problem-solve, and improvise.
Involvement in play stimulates a child’s drive for
exploration and discovery. This motivates the child to
gain mastery over their environment, promoting focus
and concentration. It also enables the child to engage in
the flexible and higher-level thinking processes deemed
essential for the 21st century learner. These include
inquiry processes of problem solving, analyzing,
evaluating, applying knowledge and creativity.
Additionally, play supports positive attitudes towards
learning, including imagination, curiosity, enthusiasm, and
persistence.
Somewhere between childhood and adulthood, we
stopped playing. When we do carve out leisure time,
we’re more likely to zone out in front of the TV or other
device rather than engage in fun, rejuvenating play like we
did as children. But play is not just essential for kids; it is
critical in our stressful go-go-go lives. Not only does
it release endorphins, but it also improves brain
functionality, stimulates creativity, and even keeps us
young and feeling energetic.
Dr. Stuart Brown of the National Institute for Play
explains that, “Play is something done for its own sake.
It's voluntary, it’s pleasurable, it offers a sense of
engagement, it takes you out of time. And the act itself is
more important than the outcome.” As spring turns to
summer, I encourage you to find even the smallest
moments in your days to channel your inner child and let
yourself be free of the daily stresses of life and just play!

Naomi Fabes, Director of Education
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
The Bauman-Greene
Pre-K & Kindergarten Program:
Chag-in-a-Box!
This program is funded by the generosity of congregant
Dr. Caroline Bauman.
Our Pre-K & Kindergarten program is coming right to
your home! Each month, you will receive a Chag-in-a-Box,
a holiday-themed care package filled with crafts, recipes,
and games for you to make Jewish memories with your
loved ones.
Sign up online at https://tinyurl.com/cewchagbox
For more information, contact Director of Education
Naomi Fabes at nfabes@c-e-w.org or 914-967-4382 x1015.

2020-21 Chag-in-a-Box
Monthly Jewish Holiday Projects
September: Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur
October: Sukkot
November: Shabbat
December: Chanukah
January: Tu B’Shvat
February: Purim
March: Passover
April: Yom Ha’Atzmaut
May: Shavuot

B’nei Mitzvah Mazel Tov!
We would like to honor the following students
who will become B’nei Mitzvah
in May & June:

Emory Cohen
Harison Flieganspan
Eliana Genitrini
Tyler Gold
Natalie Kaplan
Sophia Kaplan
Alexa Saladino
Abby Vinikoor
Maya Vinikoor
Charlie Zelman

6th Grade B’nei Mitzvah Retreat (Zoom)
Saturday, May 1, 9:00am
Families will have the chance to further explore their
Jewish values as the b’nei mitzvah journey heads into
its final stage.
Parents will meet with Rabbi Goldsmith and Cantor
Stone to learn the ins and outs of the b’nei mitzvh
process while the 6th-graders deep-dive into the
b’nei mitzvah rituals with Naomi and create a
personalized yad that they will bring to the bimah
with them as they are called to the Torah for the very
first time.
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YOUTH & TEENS
Mitzvah Shabbat & Pizza Truck Dinner
(in person/outdoors & on Zoom)
Friday, May 7(rain date: Friday, May 14)
5:30pm Pizza & Projects/ 6:15pm Service
This year we are bringing Mitzvah Shabbat to the parking
lot! Come early for some delicious brick oven pizza on us,
get a mitzvah bag filled with projects to be completed
after you finish your pizza, followed by a brief Shabbat
service. We hope to see congregants of all ages at this
year’s Mitzvah Shabbat—we missed gathering last year in
person, and we are so happy that we can come together
again (socially distanced, of course)!
If you plan on attending in person, you must RSVP
for this event at tinyurl.com/mitzvahshabbat
This Social Action program is generously supported by
Marcie Aiuvalasit in memory of her beloved husband Tony
and The Jared Dubro Legacy Fund.

Tie-Dye & Pizza: Final Session of Academy
(in person/outdoors)
Monday, May 10, 7:00pm
Our last session of Academy is one that we know
you’re going to love! Bring your appetite and get ready
to tie-dye with Jane and Naomi. We’ll provide white
shirts, but feel free to bring any other items you want to
splash with some color so that you can tie-dye to your
heart’s content! It's going to be a messy night so please
remember to wear clothes that you don’t mind staining.

Religious School End of Year Celebration
(in person/outdoors)
Sunday, May 16, 10:00 - 11:30am
Celebrate the end of our first hybrid year of learning
with a special breakfast treat, a chance to honor our
teachers and madrichim, recognize our 6th graders as
they move up to Hineini, and a surprise musical guest!
Bring your lawn chairs and dancing shoes for a
morning you won't want to miss!
Fuller Center (in person/outdoors)
Hineini & 6th Grade: Sunday, May 2, 10:00am
Hineini: Sunday, May 23, 10:00am
The Fuller Center for Housing is a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization that brings together churches, schools,
businesses and civic organizations to build decent,
affordable homes in partnership with people who are
unable to secure adequate housing by conventional
means. The Fuller Center works with volunteers to
build and repair homes. All homeowners work
hand-in-hand with volunteers to build their own
homes, which are then sold to them on terms they
can afford, based on the idea of no-profit, no-interest.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Our community offers condolences to
Rena Blackman on the death of her husband Martin Blackman
Denise Eisler on the death of her mother Dorothy Chaslon
David Gordon on the death of his stepmother Hermine Gordon
Kathy Marks on the death of her stepmother Myrna Marks
The Neimark Family on the death of Jacqueline Neimark
Sue Sekulow on the death of her husband Gene Sekulow
Yahrzeit Remembrances for the Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Remembered by:
Rose Adler

John & Amy Tanenbaum

David Alkalay

John & Alanna Alkalay

Anita Barishaw

Lilian Sicular

Dr. Sidney Bernstein

Amelia & Richard Bernstein

William Birnbaum

Maj Wickstrom and Sarah & Noah Birnbaum

William Blinderman

The Blinderman Family

Shirly & Albert Brodlieb

Stacey & Ben Cross

Mabel Dittenhoefer Burin

Peter & Hilda Spitz

Pamela Joan Carton

John Carton & Wendy Rowden

Samuel “Red” Cohen

Richard & Emily Cohen

Sidney Cole

Arlene Cole

John Coleman

Doris Kempner

Hilda Colish

Bill Colish

Lisa Cohn Dany

Robyn & Jonathan Deutsch

Maurice A. Deane

The Sheppard Family

Khasya Devchtyar

Alya & Lev Belilovsky

Natan Devchtyar

Alya & Lev Belilovsky

Stephen Dichter

Jessica & Jason Riesel

Sara Brookstein Duncan

JoAnn Terdiman

Roslyn Appel Einhorn

William Colish

Otto Engelhard

Elisabeth Handelsman

Sally Epstein

Yvonne Tropp Epstein, Elizabeth Kadin & Peggy Tanner

Andrew William Ettelson

Sandra & William Ettelson

Harry Fishbein

The Fishbein Family

David Fishman

Amelia & Richard Bernstein

Lawrence “Larry” Fried

David Fried & Kathy Marks

Irving Gelfman

Patty & Bob Gelfman

Edith Gladstone

The Gladstone Family

Matthew Golden

The Golden & Charles Families

Harry H. Goldstein

Myra Hersh

Claire Garber Goodman

Lawrence & Sachiko Goodman

Samuel Grundman

Sandy Grundman
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Yahrzeit Remembrances for the Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Remembered by:
Samuel Grundman

Sandy Grundman

Bernard Hymowitz

Fran & Mark Lerner

Anna Kabchefsky

Evelyn & Stanley Lobel

Jacob Kassan

Arline & Rich Josephberg

Sol Kazlow

The Chestler Family

Bert Keller

The Keller Family

Dan Keller

The Keller Family

Philip Kirshen

Nina Fixler & Mark Rosenstein

David Klau

Paula Klau Oppenheim

Percy Klingenstein

Fran & Bill Klingenstein

Morton Kornreich

James & Meredith Kornreich

Josie Kulka

David & Jeanette Rosenblum

Etta Lobel

Stanley & Evelyn Lobel

Josie & Patsy Losquadro

Elaine Losquadro

Dr. Irving Madoff

Harriet Madoff Parker

Bruce Miller

The Miller Family

Harry Morris Myers

Jacqueline Neimark & Robin Neimark Seegal

Nancy Nebenzahl

Marcie Aiuvalasit

Marjorie Oppenheim

Paula Oppenheim

William Oppenheim

Paula Oppenheim

Frederick Perl

James & Meredith Kornreich

Lester Rod

Helene, Jonathan & Marc Rod

Fred Rosenblut

Michael N. Rosenblut, Hedy Cardozo & Family

Marcus A. Rowden

Wendy Rowden & John Carton

Kenneth Schneider

Ellen & Jan Linhart

Paul Sicular

Lilian Sicular

Ruth Steiner

The Steiner Family

Elizabeth L. Stuart

Jacqueline & Alan Stuart

Warren Tenney

Judy E. Tenney

Sylvia Winick

Evelyn Winick

Charles Winter

Martin & Pamela Winter

Randi Zuckerman

The Zuckerman-Feldman Family

All donations for the Spring Benefit and any donations processed after April 26, 2021 will appear in the next bulletin.
If you have any questions, please call Abbie at 914-967-4382 x1018.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Endowment Fund

Rabbi Goldsmith's Discretionary Fund

Rabbi Daniel S. Wolk

Jonathan Barnett

General Contributions

Michael & Arleen Cohen in gratitude for
Michael’s birthday blessing

Boris Belilovsky with gratitude for his birthday blessing

Lois Falberg & Brian Sinder to thank Jane Meryll

Richard & Emily Cohen

Douglas & Ariel Frankel in gratitude for
officiating the funeral of Barbara Goldstein

Arlene Cole
Douglas & Ariel Frankel in gratitude for officiating
the funeral of Barbara Goldstein

David & Lisa Gershon in honor of Jake’s Bar Mitzvah

Jackie & Ira Neimark

Paul & Ann Spindel wishing Arlene Cole a speedy recovery

Walter & Barbara Rabhan in honor of Lucy & Simon Modica
becoming B’nei Mitzvah

Francine & Herbert Wilson in honor of Dr. Scott Hirsch

Donald Rappaport in memory of Cassie S. Rappaport

Robert & Carol Wolf

Yvonne Tropp Epstein, Elizabeth & Richard Kadin,
and Peggy & David Tanner in memory of Alan Epstein

High Holy Day Music Donation

Alan & Jackie Stuart in celebration of Alan’s 85th birthday

Peter Schweitzer in memory of William P. Schweitzer

Evelyn Winick in memory of Norman Feintuck

Peter Schweitzer in memory of David White

Faith Wolitzer in honor of Michael Cohen’s birthday

Peter Schweitzer in memory of Susan Schweitzer

Jared Dubro Legacy Fund

Royce Abrams and Amy Kean in memory of Robin Herko

Social Action Fund
Marcie Aiuvalasit in memory of Tony Aiuvalasit

Marsha & Richard Bellsey in memory of Robin Herko

The Freyer Family in memory of Elaine Freyer

Marsha C. Fried in memory of Robin Herko

Elaine Losquadro

Sandy Grundman in memory of Robin Herko

Michael N. Rosenblut & Hedy Cardozo in honor of
Hedy’s receipt of the Westchester Jewish Council’s
Julian Y. Bernstein Distinguished Service Award

Esther & Jon Hershenhorn in memory of Robin Herko
Paul & Ann Spindel in memory of Robin Herko

Peter Schweitzer in memory of William P. Schweitzer

Memorial Fund

Peter Schweitzer in memory of David White

Donald Rappaport in memory of Muriel C. Rappaport

Peter Schweitzer in memory of Susan Schweitzer

Donald Rappaport in memory of Cassie S. Rappaport

Mortgage Fund
Yuval & Jana Meron

Music Fund
Jim & Elaine Glover in honor of Jane Meryll
Donald Rappaport in memory of Cassie S. Rappaport

Greeting Cards for Sale
All proceeds will be donated to Emanu-El when you purchase a special sympathy or mazel tov greeting card through the
temple office. Cost: 1 card = $10 or 10 cards = $75
To purchase, contact Dan at 914-967-4382 x1011 or doconnor@c-e-w.org.
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MAY 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
9:00am
6th Grade B’nei
Mitzvah Retreat
5:00pm
Charlie Zelman
Bar Mitzvah Ceremony

2
Religious School Family
Program:
10:00 - 11:30am

3

10:00am
Hineini & 6th Grade at
Fuller Center
9
No Religious School
11:00am
Next Step

4
Hebrew School
Individual Zoom
Tutoring:
3:30-4:30pm
5:00-6:30pm

5

6
7:00pm
Art Tour with Artist
Rachel Goldsmith

T'filah (Zoom):
4:30-5:00pm
10

11
Last Session of
7:00pm
Academy: Final Session Hebrew School
Individual Zoom
Tutoring:
3:30-4:30pm
5:00-6:30pm

12

13
7:30pm
Silver Linings
Spring Benefit

7
5:30pm
Pizza Truck Dinner
& Mitzvah Projects

8
9:00am
Beit Midrash

6:15pm
Mitzvah Shabbat
Service

11:00am
Alexa Saladino
Bat Mitzvah Ceremony

14
6:00pm
Shabbat Service

15

11:00am
Emory Cohen
Bat Mitzvah Ceremony
5:00pm
Harison Fliegenspan
Bar Mitzvah Ceremony

T'filah (Zoom):
4:30-5:00pm

7:00pm
Books & Bites
7:30pm
Board Meeting
16
Religious School Family
Program: Last Session
10:00 - 11:30am

17
7:30am
Shavuot Yizkor
Service

18

19

No B'nei Mitzvah
Boot Camp

20
12:00pm
Author Luncheon
with Susan Celia
Greenfield

21
6:00pm
Sacred Stories
Shabbat

22
9:00am
Beit Midrash

28
6:00pm
Lay Led Shabbat

29

8:00pm
Single Malt Torah

11:00am
Abby & Maya Vinikoor
B’not Mitzvah
Ceremony

Erev Shavuot
Temple Closed for
Shavuot
23
10:00am
Hineini at Fuller Center

30

24

31

25
3:30-5:30pm
B'nei Mitzvah
Boot Camp

26

27

7:00pm
Committees in
Community

Temple Closed for
Memorial Day
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JUNE 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1
3:30-5:30pm
B'nei Mitzvah
Boot Camp

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

Friday
4

Saturday
5

6:00pm
Annual Meeting
6:30pm
Shabbat Service

6

7

8
3:30-5:30pm
B'nei Mitzvah
Boot Camp

9

10

11
6:00pm
Shabbat Service

5:00pm
Natalie & Sophia Kaplan
B’not Mitzvah
Ceremony

7:00pm
Books & Bites

13
11:00am
Next Step

14

20

21

15

16

17
10:15am
Book Club

18
6:00pm
Shabbat Service

19
11:00am
Tyler Gold
Bar Mitzvah Ceremony

23

24

25

26

3:30-5:30pm
B'nei Mitzvah
Boot Camp

22

6:00pm
Summer Shabbat
Services Begin

27

18

28

29

12
11:00am
Eliana Genitrini
Bat Mitzvah Ceremony

30

SNAPSHOT
Community Gardening with Hineini & Academy Families
Hineini and Academy families spent the morning volunteering at The Fuller Center for Housing of Greater New York
City community garden in Yonkers. Raking, planting, cleaning up - they did it all - and had a wonderful time! The Fuller
Center has made it their mission to match financial opportunities and volunteer interests with the needs of those seeking
simple, decent places to live in both Westchester County and New York City.

Passover Pictures
Passover seders may have looked a little different for the second year in a row - but the important thing is that we gathered in
any way we could to observe this important holiday. Thank you to the Goldsmith, Lindsay, Rappaport, Patel, Shyer and Stone
families for sharing your seder pictures with us!

Drinks with the Clergy,
Jane & Naomi
For the last several years,
adult children of congregants
meet in Manhattan for some
drinks, food, and catching up.
This year we couldn’t get
together in person, but we
did have a blast on Zoom.
We hope to meet in person
in 2022!

New Baby Mazel Tov!
Mazel tov to Jim and Meredith
Kornreich on the birth of their
grandson Ethan Scott Kornreich
on March 17.
Ethan’s parents are Todd and Danielle Kornreich.
In Jim’s words, “Ethan is the first born son of a first
born son (Todd) of a first born son (Jim).”
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MAY - JUNE
SHABBAT SERVICES
May 7 (in person/outdoors & on Zoom)
5:30pm Pizza Truck & Mitzvah Projects
6:15pm Mitzvah Shabbat Service
May 14 (in person/outdoors & on Zoom)
6:00pm Shabbat Service
May 21 (in person/outdoors & on Zoom)
6:00pm Sacred Stories Shabbat
May 28 (Zoom)
6:00pm Lay Led Shabbat Service
June 4 (in person/outdoors & on Zoom)
6:00pm Annual Meeting
6:30pm Shabbat Service
June 11 (in person/outdoors & on Zoom)
6:00pm Shabbat Service
June 18 (in person/outdoors & on Zoom)
6:00pm Shabbat Service
June 25 (in person/outdoors & on Zoom)
6:00pm Shabbat Service
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Annual Meeting & Shabbat Service
(in person/outdoors & on Zoom)
Friday, June 4
6:00pm Annual Meeting
6:30pm Shabbat Service
Our annual meeting always provides a time to gather,
reflect on the year that’s passed, hear news from the
board, elect new trustees, and wish one another well as
we head into summer.
This year we look forward to doing this outdoors in the
parking lot before a lively Shabbat Service with our band.
Having successfully lived a year of synagogue life online,
it will be a joy to safely come together, socially distanced
and masked, of course!
Watch Emanumail for registration information and plan
to stay after the meeting for a joyful Shabbat service.
Those who wish may participate in the meeting and the
service from home on Zoom.

