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Dear Emanu-El Community, 

 

This program catalog is named “Jewish Journeys” because each and every one of us is on a unique 

Jewish journey. What we seek from our Jewish identity evolves over the course of our lives: 

milestone markers to differentiate time, avenues to create meaning with our children, affirmation 

of our identity, a sense of connection with the past, the promise of legacy into the future, joyful 

celebration, engaging learning, or moments of meaningful reflection. Our path from one to the 

next is our Jewish journey, a journey we uniquely construct year after year. Through rituals and 

services, classes and lectures, lifecycle events and community gatherings, we create and recreate 

our Jewish identity to meet our needs and to sustain our sacred inheritance. 

 

Our congregation, too, is on a Jewish journey with our first new cantor in over four decades. If this 

year has a theme, it is certainly welcoming Cantor Isaac Sonett-Assor and his family to Emanu-El. 

Those who have already had the pleasure of praying with him have experienced his moving voice. 

Those who have had a chance to speak with him know his genuine curiosity. In the coming year, we 

will all sing with him, learn with him, laugh with him, and find new steps on our Jewish journeys 

through his leadership on and off the pulpit. 

 

Ours is an ever-shifting world, one that seems to prove the old adage that the only constant is 

change. How beautiful, then, to have a tradition that can evolve with us while still providing a 

sturdy foundation from which to face our world. May the programs and services in this catalog 

enrich our Jewish journeys, foster gratitude, build resilience, affirm our values, and challenge us to 

thoughtfully make our world a better place. 

 

Looking forward to a wonderful year together! 

 

L'Shalom, 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi Howard J. Goldsmith 
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A Community Dedicated to Celebrating Modern Jewish Life 

Congregation Emanu-El of Westchester is a community where Jewish life is as diverse and dynamic as the 

people who make it their own. Across generations and backgrounds, our members come together to pray, 

learn, celebrate, connect, and make a difference. 

Our clergy and staff bring creativity, warmth, and purpose to an extraordinary range of experiences—from 

worship and Religious School to classes, social action, youth programs, cultural events, guest speakers, and 

gatherings that simply bring people together. With more than 400 offerings throughout the year, there are 

countless ways to engage, explore, and discover what speaks to you. 

What truly sets Emanu-El apart, though, is the people. We believe a strong Jewish community does not 

require everyone to participate in the same way. Instead, we are strengthened by the many ways our 

members express their Jewish identities, pursue their interests, and contribute their own gifts and 

perspectives. Wherever you are on your Jewish journey, we invite you to find your place here—to discover 

opportunities for connection, learning, and meaning, and a community that feels genuinely like your own. 

 

Keeping You Informed: Watch our weekly Emanumail and bi-monthly bulletins for new programs that we 

add throughout the year! 

 

Program Guidance: Need someone to help find programs that you will find meaningful? Our Director of 

Programming and Engagement, Jane Dubro, would love to help! Please reach out to her at jdubro@c-e-w.org 

or 914-967-4382 x1021.  

 

Get Involved: We welcome your involvement in the congregation. Beyond all our wonderful programs, we 

have a number of committees that would welcome your participation, input, and support. If you are 

interested in volunteering, please contact Abbie Levitt at alevitt@c-e-w.org or 914-967-4382 x1018. 

 

From Strength to Strength - Donate to the Annual Fund 

 

 

 

You can support all of this wonderful programming with a gift to the Annual Fund by 

scanning the QR code or by visiting https://tinyurl.com/CEW2627 

Alternatively, you may make a contribution via a transfer of appreciated securities or 

qualified charitable distribution from your IRA. Please email Denise Eisler  

at deisler@c-e-w.org for instructions.  



 

 

Reflect & Elevate: Worship & Services 
Through prayer we seek to lift our spirits and connect with something greater than ourselves. With readings 

and song, reflections and sermons, quiet and joyful noise, we bring the holy into our lives.  

Pages 1-2  Friday Night Worship Services 

Page 2  Yizkor Memorial Services  

Page 3  Tot Shabbat Services   

Page 3  Young Families Holiday Celebrations   

Page 4  Holiday Worship & Celebrations 
 

Step-Up & Give-Back: Social Action & Social Justice  
The greatest joy and fulfillment comes from helping others. The abundance that we enjoy, abundance our 

ancestors could not have imagined, allows us to donate our time and resources in ways that make a real 

difference for our neighbors. These acts of tikkun olam, repairing the world, allow us to express our Judaism 

in fulfilling, important ways.  

Page 5  Social Action Drives & Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities  

Page 6  Caring Community, Social Action Committee & Social Justice Committee 
 

Programming: Learning & Coming Together 
Programming is a lynchpin of the community that we foster. And, though we are a congregation of almost 

500 households, we program as if we were a congregation of 1,200 or more! That programming takes 

myriad forms to appeal to every congregant: Jewish study keeps our minds sharp and our souls searching. 

Jewish ethics rejects relativism and challenges us to take a moral stand. Jewish culture feeds our spirits and 

connects us with the past -  and future. And sometimes, we just gather for fun! See what you can discover! 

Page 7  Beit Midrash: Torah for Times of Change 
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Page 8   Community Conversations with Board of Trustees President Amanda Gitkind 
Page 8  Next Step 
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Page 9   Book Club and Books & Bites 

Page 9  Single Malt Torah Book Club Edition 
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Note: Some programs require an RSVP or a fee. Please check our website and Emanumail  
for RSVP information, updates, and changes to our program scheduling.  

Featured Speakers & Programs  
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REFLECT & ELEVATE: WORSHIP & SERVICES 



 

 

Friday Night Worship Services 

“The Sabbath is not for the sake of the weekdays; the weekdays are for the sake of the Sabbath. It is not 

an interlude but the climax of living.” - Abraham Joshua Heschel 

Approaching our worship from a variety of perspectives allows us to plumb the depths of our tradition for 

wisdom, comfort, joy, and meaning. The Tot Shabbat Service schedule can be found on pg. 3.  

September 11    

7:30pm Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 

September 18   

7:00pm Gallery Opening: Shari Fredricks 

7:30pm Shabbat Shuvah Service 

September 25    

6:00pm  Sukkot Shabbat Service 

October 2    

7:30pm Shabbat Service 

October 9    

6:00pm  Early Shabbat Service 

October 16    

6:00pm  Early Shabbat Service 

October 23 

6:00pm  Shabbat Dinner  
6:45pm Consecration & Musical Guest  

  Cantor Becky Mann  

October 30 

7:30pm Sacred Stories Shabbat  

November 6 

7:30pm Shabbat Service 

November 13 

7:00pm Installation of Cantor Isaac Sonett-Assor   

November 20 

6:00pm Early Shabbat Service 

November 27 

6:00pm Lay Led Zoom Shabbat Service 

December 4   

6:00pm Shabbat Dinner 

6:45pm Chanukah Shabbat  

December 11  

7:30pm Shabbat Service 

December 18  

6:00pm  Early Shabbat Service 

December 25 

6:00pm Lay Led Zoom Shabbat Service 

January 1 

6:00pm Lay Led Zoom Shabbat Service 

January 8 
7:00pm Gallery Opening: Charlie Sindell 

7:30pm Shabbat Service 

January 15 

6:00pm  Early Shabbat Service 

January 22 

7:30pm Hineni/Social Justice Shabbat Service 

January 29 

5:15pm Shabbat Dinner 

6:00pm Pajama Family Shabbat  

February 5 

6:00pm Early Shabbat Service 

February 12 

7:30pm Shabbat Service 

REFLECT & ELEVATE: WORSHIP & SERVICES 
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February 19    

6:00pm Lay Led Zoom Shabbat Service 

February 26 

7:30pm Repro Shabbat Service 

March 5 

6:00pm  Early Shabbat Service 

March 12   

7:30pm Purim Shabbat Service  

March 19   
7:00pm Gallery Opening: Sandra Schustack 

7:30pm Union Prayer Book Service 

March 26 

6:00pm Lay Led Zoom Shabbat Service 

April 2 

7:30pm Sacred Stories Shabbat Service 

April 9 

7:30pm Teen Shabbat Service 

April 16 

7:30pm  Shabbat Service & Friedman Lecture  

  on Peace and Understanding 

April 23 

6:00pm Early Shabbat Service 

April 30 

7:30pm Mimouna Shabbat:  

  A Moroccan Culinary Celebration 

May 7 

5:30pm Pizza Truck Dinner 

6:30pm Mitzvah Shabbat Service 

May 14 

7:30pm Yom Ha’atzmaut Shabbat Service 

May 21 

6:00pm Early Shabbat Service 

May 28 

6:00pm Lay Led Zoom Shabbat Service 

June 4 

6:00pm  Annual Congregant Art Show  

6:30pm  Annual Meeting  

7:00pm  Sacred Stories Shabbat Service 

June 11 

7:30pm  Confirmation Shabbat Service 

June 18 

6:00pm  Early Shabbat Service 

June 25 - September 3 

6:00pm Early Zoom Services with Lay Leaders 

Yizkor Memorial Service 

Four times each year, our community gathers to honor and remember those we have loved and lost. 

Through our memories, their lives continue to inspire us and bring blessings to all of us. Sukkot and Shemini 

Atzeret, Passover, and Shavuot Yizkor services last half an hour. 

Yom Kippur Yizkor Service 

Monday, September 21, 4:00pm 

Shemini Atzeret Yizkor Service 

Saturday, October 3, 8:00am 

 

  

Passover Yizkor Service 

Wednesday, April 28, 7:30am 

Shavuot Yizkor Service 

Friday, June 11, 7:30am  

REFLECT & ELEVATE: WORSHIP & SERVICES 
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Young Families Holiday Celebrations 

We love helping young families kick off their Jewish journeys! Bring the kids  -  and the nieces, nephews, 

and grandkids, too  -  to celebrate the joy of Jewish life all year long. Our Young Families events are 
packed with food, music, dancing, crafts, stories, community, and lots of fun! These events are free and 

open to the community and are appropriate for ages 6 months through 2nd grade. Many celebrations are 

preceded by our drop-off kindergarten and pre-K program (see pg. 17). To learn more, contact Director  

of Education, Jackie Kurland at jkurland@c-e-w.org or 914-967-4382 x1015.  

Rosh Hashanah Service & Celebration  

Saturday, September 12, 3:00pm 

Yom Kippur Service  

Monday, September 21, 2:15pm 

Shabbat Celebration  

Sunday, November 1, 10:30am 

Chanukah Celebration  

Sunday, December 6, 10:30am  

Tu Bishvat  

Sunday, January 24, 10:30am 

Passover Celebration  

Sunday, April 11, 10:30am 

Yom Ha’atzmaut 

Sunday, May 2, 10:30am 

 

REFLECT & ELEVATE: WORSHIP & SERVICES 
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Friday Tot Shabbat Services  
Welcome Shabbat with these joyful services for our little ones, filled with music, stories, and blessings.  

Family and friends are always part of the experience!  

Tot Shabbat 

Friday, November 6, 5:00pm  

 

Tot Shabbat 

Friday, December 4, 5:30pm  

Families are invited to the Chanukah dinner  

immediately following Tot Shabbat at 6:00pm.  

 

PJ Shabbat 

Friday, January 29, 5:15pm 

Families are invited to the Shabbat dinner  

immediately following the service at 6:00pm.  

Tot Shabbat 

Friday, April 9, 5:00pm 

Mitzvah Shabbat & Pizza Truck Dinner 

Friday, May 7, 5:30pm 

Families are especially welcome for this fun and 

meaningful evening with the entire congregation! 

Enjoy easy, hands-on mitzvah projects, a pizza 

truck dinner, time with friends old and new, and a 

short, engaging service that everyone can enjoy.  

 



 

 

Saturday, September 5 

7:00pm Selichot at Westchester Reform Temple 

Friday, September 11 

7:30pm Erev Rosh Hashanah Service   

Saturday, September 12 

10:00am Rosh Hashanah Morning Service  

12:00pm   Rosh Hashanah Reception  

1:45pm Rosh Hashanah Youth Service   

3:00pm Rosh Hashanah Young Families  

  Service & Celebration  

Sunday, September 13  

at Edith Read Wildlife Sanctuary in Rye 

10:00am  Adult Nature Walk 

10:45am Adult Tashlich 

11:15am New!  Religious School & Family-Friendly  

  Nature Walk and Tashlich 

Friday, September 18 

7:30pm Shabbat Shuvah Service  

Sunday, September 20 

7:30pm Kol Nidre Service   

Monday, September 21 

10:00am Yom Kippur Morning Service 

1:15pm Yom Kippur Youth Service   

2:15pm Yom Kippur Young Families Service   

3:00pm Yom Kippur Afternoon Service 

3:30pm Yom Kippur Healing Service  

  of Music & Meditations 

4:00pm Yom Kippur Yizkor Service 

5:00pm Yom Kippur Concluding Service 

5:45pm Break Fast 

Friday, September 25    

6:00pm  Sukkot Service 

Saturday, October 3 

8:00am Shemini Atzeret Yizkor Service 

4:30pm Women's Study Group Sukkot Gathering 

Friday, December 4  

6:00pm Shabbat Dinner 

6:45pm  Chanukah Shabbat Service 

Tuesday, December 8 

6:00pm Women's Study Group Chanukah Dinner 

Friday, March 12 

7:30pm Purim Shabbat 

Sunday, March 14 

11:00am  Purim Carnival 

Tuesday, April 13 

6:00pm Women's Study Group Passover Dinner 

Thursday, April 22 

9:00am Passover Morning Service 

Wednesday, April 28 

7:30am Passover Yizkor Service 

Friday, June 11 

7:30am Shavuot Yizkor Service 

7:30pm Confirmation Shabbat Service  

 

Holiday Worship & Celebrations 
“Lovingly, God, You have given us the gift of festivals for joy and holy days for happiness…” 
 - the Festival Kiddush 

REFLECT & ELEVATE: WORSHIP & SERVICES 
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STEP-UP & GIVE-BACK: SOCIAL ACTION & SOCIAL JUSTICE  

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities 
If you are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities with our non-profit partners, please 

contact Jane Dubro at jdubro@c-e-w.org or 914-967-4382 x1021. 

Afya Foundation: The Afya Foundation collects unused medical supplies and equipment and distributes 

items to under-resourced health systems all over the globe to improve access to healthcare and the quality 

of care delivered.  

Feeding Westchester: Feeding Westchester serves over 300 local hunger-relief programs throughout 

Westchester, including food pantries, soup kitchens, child and adult day-care centers, and community 

shelters.  

Kosher Food Pantry: Hope Community Services is looking for volunteers to help pack, hand out, or deliver 

Kosher food. These volunteer opportunities are one-time only so there is no long-term commitment.  

914Cares: 914Cares provides resources to local organizations and encourages generosity through programs 

that provide clothing, items for families with newborns, personal care items, and literacy support.  

Teach Adult ESL at the Carver Center in Port Chester: Volunteers are needed to help tutor adult English 

language learners  -  no experience required, just a big heart and a desire to make a difference!  

Westchester Jewish Community Services: WJCS provides mental health treatment, social and vocational 

programming for disabled adults, child and parent development programs, LGBTQ+ youth, family, and 

educational services, senior care, and spiritual and cultural programming for the wider Jewish community.  

Social Action Committee Drives  

We are committed to tikkun olam, repairing our world. Help make our community a better place and 

participate in the important drives scheduled throughout the year. For more information, contact co-chairs 

Hedy Cardozo at hedozo@aol.com and Lauren Shalem at lauren.beitman@gmail.com. 

September High Holy Day Food Drive for Feeding Westchester  

October  Coats For Hope Collection 

November Have A Heart Gift Drive for Westchester Jewish Community Services 

December Afya Supply Collection   

February  Art Supply Drive for Pleasantville Cottage School 

March  Pasta Collection for Feeding Westchester 

April/May New & Gently Used Book Collection for 914Cares  
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Committees 

In addition to those listed on this page, we have a number of committees that would welcome your 

participation, input, and support. Emanu-El has many opportunities for you to share your talents, ideas, and 

time in support of our congregation. Our dedicated committee members and chairs help make ours the 

special community it is. Contact Executive Administrator Abbie Levitt at alevitt@c-e-w.org to learn more.  

 

The Emanu-El Caring Community 

Supporting one another during difficult times is at the heart of who we are. The Emanu-El Caring 

Community is a volunteer-led group dedicated to making sure our congregants feel cared for after the 

loss of a loved one. We’re looking for volunteers to help put together and deliver bereavement baskets 

as needed  -  a simple but meaningful way to bring comfort and connection.  

If you are interested in volunteering with the Caring Community, contact Michelle Schwartz at 

prettypaper1@gmail.com. 

 

Social Action Committee 

We love putting our Jewish values into action through tikkun olam! Our social action committee gets 

everyone involved with hands-on projects and donation drives that support our local community and 

Israel. We listen to what our partner organizations need, both here and abroad, and create ways for 

people of all ages to jump in and make a real impact. At Emanu-El, giving back is easy and meaningful - 

with collections, site visits, and volunteer opportunities, there’s always a way to help make the world a 

little better. Interested in getting involved? Contact Social Action Co-Chairs Hedy Cardozo at 

hedozo@aol.com and Lauren Shalem at lauren.beitman@gmail.com. 

 

Social Justice Committee 

When treating symptoms is not enough, we step up to tackle the root causes of society’s challenges. 

Our Social Justice Committee is dedicated to creating real change by advocating for important issues at 

the local, state, and federal levels, often partnering with the Religious Action Center (RAC) of Reform 

Judaism. There are many ways for congregants to get involved, whether big or small. By working closely 

with politicians and staffers, we carry forward the legacy of the prophets of Israel, striving for a more 

just and compassionate world  -  all while honoring diverse viewpoints and encouraging healthy debate. 

No matter your political leanings, we believe everyone can help make our world more whole and more 

holy. Interested in getting involved? Contact Social Justice Co-Chairs Hedy Cardozo at hedozo@aol.com 

and Marcie Aiuvalasit at marciena33@gmail.com. 

STEP-UP & GIVE-BACK: SOCIAL ACTION & SOCIAL JUSTICE  
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Reflections Workshop with Cantor Emerita Stone 

The personal reflections written during our longstanding Reflections Workshops have added depth and 

richness to our worship services and led to meaningful connections within our congregation. Through 

sharing lunch and taking time to reflect on ordinary moments of life, participants have built a warm and 

supportive community. Whether you've been attending for years or are simply curious to try something 
new, you're warmly invited to join us. No special writing experience is needed - just a willingness to reflect 

and share. Cantor Stone would love to welcome you. 

Beit Midrash: Torah for Times of Change 

The Torah is filled with people navigating change, uncertainty, challenge, and transition. Abraham leaves 

everything familiar behind. Jacob wrestles with God and emerges transformed. Joseph rebuilds his life after 

everything falls apart. Moses struggles with the burdens of leadership, while the Israelites learn - often 

imperfectly - how to leave the past behind and face an uncertain future. This year in Beit Midrash, we will 
explore what these ancient stories can teach us about resilience, leadership, adapting to change, confronting 

fear, and finding strength in difficult moments. We will draw from a variety of texts and sources - biblical, 

rabbinic, historical, and contemporary - to uncover wisdom for navigating our own ever-changing world. 

Come every session or just drop in - all are welcome! Contact Rabbi Goldsmith for more information at 

hgoldsmith@c-e-w.org or 914-967-4382 x1013. 

Saturday, September 26, 9:00am 

Saturday, October 17, 9:00am 

Saturday, October 31, 9:00am 

Saturday, November 21, 9:00am 

Saturday, December 19, 9:00am  

Saturday, January 9, 9:00am   

Saturday, January 23, 9:00am  

Sunday, February 7, 10:30am  

Saturday, February 27, 9:00am 

Saturday, March 20, 9:00am 

Saturday, April 3, 9:00am   

Saturday, April 17, 9:00am  

Saturday, May 15, 9:00am  

Saturday, June 12, 9:00am  

Women’s Study Group  

Community, connection, celebration! Inspired by Miriam’s spirit, the women of our congregation gather in joy 

to mark holidays and festivals with learning, good food, and the warmth of shared community. A highlight 

each year is our annual winter retreat  -  a full Shabbat spent together that helps us step back, strengthen 

friendships, and dive deeper into our Jewish journey.  

Sukkot Gathering 

Saturday, October 3, 4:30pm 

Chanukah Dinner 

Tuesday, December 8, 6:00pm 

Annual Retreat 

Friday, January 29 - Saturday, January 30 

Passover Dinner 

Tuesday, April 13, 6:00pm  

Monday, October 5, 12:00pm 

Monday, March 15, 12:00pm 

Monday, May 17, 12:00pm 

PROGRAMMING: LEARNING & COMING TOGETHER 
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PROGRAMMING: LEARNING & COMING TOGETHER 

Single Malt Torah  

Good conversation, meaningful Jewish learning, and, for those who partake, a good glass of scotch. Join 
Rabbi Goldsmith and men from across the congregation for lively discussions about the questions that 

matter to us as Jews today. We might wrestle with a challenging Jewish text, debate an issue facing Israel 

or the Jewish community, or explore how our tradition speaks to the world around us. Come for the Torah, 

the scotch, the conversation, or all three. No expertise - or drinking - required! 

Thursday, October 15, 8:00pm 

Thursday, November 12, 8:00pm 

Thursday, January 14, 8:00pm with Cantor Isaac 

Thursday, March 18, 8:00pm 

Thursday, May 27, 8:00pm 

Damson Family Gallery Openings 

Art brings beauty and life to the walls of our synagogue, enriching our shared spiritual space. Each new 

exhibit begins with a gallery opening, welcoming congregants and the wider community to celebrate 

together.  

Shari Fredricks 

Friday, September 18, 7:00pm  

Charlie Sindell  

Friday, January 8, 7:00pm   

Sandra Schustack  

Friday, March 19, 7:00pm  

Annual Congregant Art Show 

Friday, June 4, 6:00pm 
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Community Conversations with Board of Trustees President Amanda Gitkind 

These informal gatherings are a chance to exchange ideas, ask questions, and spend time talking with  

Amanda and one another as we continue building a strong, welcoming, and engaged CEW. These discussions 

will be held several times throughout the year, creating regular opportunities to come together, connect, and 

keep the conversation going. Can’t make the sessions and have an idea to discuss? Reach out to Amanda at 

amandagitkind@gmail.com  

Thursday, October 1, 10:00am 

Thursday, January 14, 7:00pm  

Monday, April 5, 10:00am  

Next Step 

This group of men meet to discuss personal issues that they face in retirement. The bonds of friendship  

and a deep sense of trust have allowed them to continue for many years. Sessions are led by congregant 

Paul Spindel and are open to the community. 

Sunday, September 20, 11:15am 

Sunday, October 18, 11:15am 

Sunday, November 8, 11:15am 

Sunday, December 13, 11:15am 

Sunday, January 10, 11:15am 

Sunday, February 7, 11:15am 

Sunday, March 7, 11:15am 

Sunday, April 18, 11:15am 

Sunday, May 16, 11:15am 



 

 

Book Club and Books & Bites 

We are the people of the book because we love the written word, stories, and all that we can learn. Dates will 

be released throughout the year. For more information contact Marcie Aiuvalaist at marciena33@gmail.com. 

PROGRAMMING: LEARNING & COMING TOGETHER 

Weekly Canasta & Mah Jongg 

From the tenements of New York City to the bungalows of the Catskills and the vast American suburbs, 

Jewish women have kept Mah Jongg alive enjoying the betting and matching of tiles into Rummy-like 

patterns. Speaking of Rummy, did you know that Canasta is the only member of the family of Rummy games 

to achieve the status of a classic? Come play on Tuesday afternoons from 1:30 - 3:45pm. Players must  

sign-up each week with Jane Dubro at 914-967-4382 x1021 or jdubro@c-e-w.org.  

Learn to Play Canasta! 

Always wanted to learn how to play Canasta but didn’t know where to start? Emanu-El is offering a  

four-week series taught by master player and congregant Jill Baker.  

Tuesday, September 29, 1:00 - 3:00pm 

Tuesday, October 6, 1:00 - 3:00pm 

 

Tuesday, October 13, 1:00 - 3:00pm 

Tuesday, October 20, 1:00 - 3:00pm 

Jewish Holiday Cooking Series with Master Chef & Cookbook Author Cara Tannenbaum 

Join Cara for a hands-on cooking series featuring delicious recipes inspired by Jewish and global cuisine. 

Learn new skills, share stories, and enjoy tasty meals in a warm, friendly environment. Whether you’re a 

beginner or a seasoned cook, Cara’s classes offer something for everyone. Come hungry and leave inspired! 

Thursday, September 10, 7:00pm 

Thursday, November 19, 7:00pm 

Thursday, March 18, 7:00pm 

Thursday, April 8, 7:00pm 

Fauvism Painting Class with Terry Kessler Schwarz    

Thursday, February 25, 12:00pm 

Explore your creativity in this engaging painting class where we will be exploring the bold, colorful Fauvism 

movement led by artists Henri Matisse and Andre Derain. Using acrylic paints and canvasses you will be 

able to create your own work in the Fauvist style. Whatever your artistic experience may be, come join us 

for a fun and relaxing session. 
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Single Malt Torah Book Club Edition 

They say that Torah, most broadly understood, includes not only the ancient text in the scrolls in the ark, 
but every piece of text that struggles with ultimate meaning. Books and meeting times for this men’s book 

club to be announced at a later date. Whether you've read the entire book or just the dust jacket, please join 

us! Contact Rabbi Goldsmith for more information at hgoldsmith@c-e-w.org or 914-967-4382 x1013.  



 

 

Film Series: Stories of Courage, Identity, Resilience, Faith, Justice & the Human Spirit 

Join us for a compelling film series featuring acclaimed feature films and documentaries from around the 

world. Together, we will encounter stories that challenge assumptions, inspire reflection, and deepen our 

understanding of ourselves, our history, and one another. 

Beyond  Documentary with James Torres & Professor Mikki Shaw  
Monday, October 19, 7:00pm 

This event will be held at the JCC Mid-Westchester. Filmed with unprecedented access inside Sing Sing 

Correctional Facility, this powerful documentary follows incarcerated men preparing for a TED-style 

event where they share personal stories and visions for prison reform and community healing. Through 

vulnerability, redemption, and hope, the film reveals the transformative power of storytelling. There will 
be a post-film discussion with James Torres, featured in the film, and Mikki Shaw, Professor of 

Education for Hudson Link for Higher Education in Prison. Optional guided walking tour of Sing Sing on 

Monday, Monday, October 6. Details on pg. 12. Director: Asia Johnson • Runtime: 89 minutes.  

Golden Voices 
Thursday, November 19, 7:00pm 

Victor and Raya, celebrated voice actors from the Soviet Union, immigrate to Israel in the early 1990s 

hoping to begin a new chapter. Struggling to adapt to a new language and culture, they discover 

unexpected opportunities and a renewed sense of purpose. Tender, funny, and deeply human, this  

award-winning film explores immigration, reinvention, love, aging, and belonging. Language: Hebrew. 

Subtitles: English. Director: Evgeny Ruman • Runtime: 88 minutes 

The Testament 

Thursday, January 21, 7:00pm 

Yoel, a senior Holocaust researcher, fights to stop a real estate development on the site of a WWII 
massacre of Jews in the Austrian village of Lensdorf, believing the project aims to erase the crime from 

history. While searching for evidence to halt the development, he discovers previously unknown 

testimony from his mother revealing a devastating secret about her past. As his investigation becomes 

personal, Yoel confronts the villagers' denial of the Holocaust and his mother's silence. Determined to 

uncover the truth, he risks his family, career, and everything he has dedicated his life to preserving. 

Language: Hebrew, Russian. Subtitles: English. Director: Amichai Greenberg • Runtime: 96 minutes 

A Normal Life 

Thursday, February 4, 7:00pm 

The first feature film from 19-year-old writer/director Alex Herz, this semi-autobiographical character 
piece explores what it means to have a family member with a high-functioning disability in the modern 

world. Michael, a week away from leaving for college, grows frustrated with his parents’ 

overprotectiveness toward his teen brother Nathan, who has Down syndrome. Shot over several days, 

the film follows Michael as he grapples with the ambiguity of his situation and the difficult emotions of 

leaving Nathan behind. Language: English. Director: Alex Herz • Runtime: 74 minutes  

PROGRAMMING: LEARNING & COMING TOGETHER 
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The Women's Balcony  
Thursday, March 4, 7:00pm 
An accident during a bar mitzvah celebration sparks a gender divide in a devout Orthodox community  

in Jerusalem in this uplifting story about women finding their voices and challenging patriarchal 

traditions. When the women's balcony in an Orthodox synagogue collapses, leaving the rabbi's wife in a 

coma and the rabbi reeling, the congregation is thrown into turmoil. A charismatic young rabbi initially 
offers hope and stability, but his increasingly fundamentalist agenda and bid for control fracture the 

congregation. As tensions rise, the women unite to defend their traditions, friendships, and place within 

the synagogue, creating a divide between men and women. Language: Hebrew. Subtitles: English.  

Director: Emil Ben-Shimon • Runtime: 96 minutes. 

1945 
Thursday, April 1, 7:00pm 

This gripping drama unfolds in a Hungarian village on a summer day in 1945 as an Orthodox Jewish man 

and his adult son arrive while preparations are underway for the town clerk's son's wedding. Their 

unexpected return stirs fear, guilt, and suspicion among villagers, who worry the men have come to 
reclaim property seized from deported Jewish families. Through this tense encounter, director Ferenc 

Török crafts a powerful portrait of a community grappling with the moral consequences of the Holocaust, 

brought to life through stunning black-and-white cinematography, an outstanding ensemble cast, and 

authentic period detail. Language: Hungarian . Subtitles: English. Director: Ferenc Török • Runtime: 91 

minutes. 

How About Adolf?  
Thursday, May 27, 7:00pm 

What begins as a lively family dinner spirals into chaos when Thomas announces that he and his pregnant 

girlfriend plan to name their unborn son Adolf. The shocking revelation ignites a series of bitter 
confrontations, exposing long-buried secrets, old resentments, and hidden passions. This sharp, witty 

social satire uses one explosive evening to explore family dynamics, German attitudes toward the Nazi 

past, and the lasting weight of history with humor and intelligence. Language: German. Subtitles: English. 

Director: Sönke Wortmann • Runtime: 91 minutes. 

PROGRAMMING: LEARNING & COMING TOGETHER 
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Trips & Tours with Jane Dubro 

Prepare to dive into the rich tapestry of Jewish life, art, and history! These thoughtfully planned trips offer a 

fantastic opportunity to explore, discover, and share meaningful experiences with fellow congregants. 

Additional exhibits and outings will be added throughout the year and announced in Emanumail and the 

bulletin. All trips are open to family and friends - we look forward to experiencing them together.  

Modernity and Opulence: Women of the Wiener Werkstätte at the Jewish Museum in NYC 

Thursday, September 17, 1:00pm 

Join us for a private docent-led tour of an extraordinary exhibition highlighting groundbreaking Jewish 

women artists, designers, patrons, and tastemakers who shaped modernist aesthetics in early 20th-century 

Vienna and beyond. Featuring more than 200 objects by 30 Jewish women artists, the exhibition explores 
their creativity across jewelry, ceramics, textiles, furniture, fashion, and graphic arts. The exhibition 

spotlights Vally Wieselthier’s bold ceramics and Felice Rix-Ueno’s innovative textiles, while reintroducing 

lesser-known artists. Following the tour, continue the conversation over lunch at Lox at The Jewish 

Museum.  

This Sink or Sing: A Walking Tour about Crime, Punishment, Labor, and the Hudson River Region  

in partnership with JCC Mid-Westchester 

Monday, October 26, 1:00pm & 2:30pm 

Step inside Sing Sing’s history on a guided walking tour exploring the construction of the original 1825  
cell block, the quarrying of Sing Sing marble, and the origins of American penal philosophy. The tour also 

examines the labor that built the institution, products developed there, and innovative approaches to reform 

and rehabilitation, concluding with a reflective art activity.  

Bagel Fest at Citi Field 

Sunday, November 15, 11:00am 

BagelFest has grown into a major celebration of the bagel, bringing together beloved New York institutions, 

innovative newcomers, and top bagel makers worldwide. Held at Citi Field, the festival combines tastings 

and competition with live demonstrations, expert panels, family activities, and the entertaining World Bagel 

Rolling Championship. What began as a gathering of passionate bagel enthusiasts has evolved into an 

international event celebrating the craft, creativity, and culture behind this quintessential food.  

Fleurs de Villes: The Gilded Age at Lyndhurst Mansion 
Monday, November 23, 11:00am 

Explore an extraordinary display of one-of-a-kind floral mannequins throughout Lyndhurst, one of America’s 
finest Gilded Age estates. Inspired by The Gilded Age, Julian Fellowes’ acclaimed HBO drama, the exhibition 

brings the glamour, ambition, and social tensions of late-19th-century New York to life through imaginative 

floral design. Lyndhurst’s grand architecture and picturesque grounds provide a memorable backdrop for 

the series. Created by local floral designers, each installation draws inspiration from the show’s 

unforgettable characters and lavish aesthetic.  

PROGRAMMING: LEARNING & COMING TOGETHER 
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These stand

Museum of Jewish Heritage: Will These Words Reach You? The Underground Archive of the Warsaw Ghetto   
Thursday, December 3, 11:00am  

Will These Words Reach You? tells the story of the Oyneg Shabes Archive, an act of Jewish resistance led  

by historian Dr. Emanuel Ringelblum, whose clandestine group documented life in the Warsaw Ghetto.  

As deportations intensified, they buried nearly 35,000 diaries, letters, photographs, testimonies, and other 
materials beneath the ghetto, hoping to preserve the truth of Jewish life. Our visit will include an exclusive 

guided tour of the exhibition, offering a deeper look at this extraordinary archive and the story of Jewish 

resistance it preserves.  

New York Historical Society: You Should Be Dancing: New York, 1976 and Beyond   
and Stuart Weitzman Tour  
Monday, January 11, 11:00am 

Step into New York’s electrifying 1976 music scene at the New-York Historical Society’s You Should Be 
Dancing: New York, 1976 and Beyond, exploring the artists, sounds, and cultural forces that transformed  

the city. Then discover the world of footwear and design on a special Stuart Weitzman tour, offering a  

behind-the-scenes look at the creativity and craftsmanship behind the iconic brand.  

Explore Morocco: A Jewish Heritage Journey 

Wednesday, February 10 - Friday, February 19 

Journey to Morocco for an unforgettable exploration of Jewish history, vibrant culture, and breathtaking 

landscapes. From historic synagogues and ancient Jewish quarters to bustling markets, blue-hued streets, 

desert vistas, and renowned Moroccan cuisine, experience a country rich in beauty, tradition, and hospitality. 

Jews and Shoes: Bernard Museum of Judaica at Temple Emanu-El in NYC 

Thursday, March 25, 11:00am  

Visit the Herbert & Eileen Bernard Museum of Judaica at Temple Emanu-El in Manhattan for a fascinating 
look at the ways shoes, fashion, and personal style can tell stories about Jewish identity and history. Through 

objects and artifacts from Jewish life, explore how what we wear can reflect where we come from, the 

communities we belong to, the traditions we carry, and the ways Jewish people have expressed themselves 

across generations and cultures.  

Eldridge Street Synagogue Tour and Lunch at Russ & Daughter’s  
Thursday, April 15, 11:00am  

Step into the rich history of New York’s Lower East Side, beginning with a visit to the magnificent 1887 

Eldridge Street Synagogue, the first grand house of worship built in the United States by Eastern European 

Jewish immigrants. Now a lovingly restored National Historic Landmark, the synagogue offers a powerful 

glimpse into the hopes, traditions, and struggles of the immigrant experience. Lunch at Russ & Daughters! 

PROGRAMMING: LEARNING & COMING TOGETHER 

(Trips & Tours with Jane Dubro cont.) 
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Installation of Cantor Isaac Sonett-Assor  

Friday, November 13, 7:00pm 

Welcoming is a central Jewish value, embodied by Abraham and Sarah and generations of our people.  

On Friday, November 13, we will officially welcome Cantor Isaac Sonett-Assor as Cantor of Congregation 

Emanu-El of Westchester. We will shape the ritual of installation with the familiar rituals of Shabbat, the 

melodies of our tradition, special musical guests, meaningful words from Isaac’s mentors, and, of course, the  

warm sense of community for which Emanu-El is known. Elevating a clergy person to a position of sacred 

leadership in a congregation is a rare and special moment. Be there to welcome Isaac and to be a part of it.  

Social Justice Shabbat     

Friday, January 22, 7:30pm   

Each year, we honor the life and legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and reflect on the work that 

remains before us. Dr. King’s vision of justice, equality, dignity, and beloved community continues to 

challenge and inspire us as Jews and as Americans. Through powerful readings, music, prayer, and 

reflection, this special Shabbat service will celebrate how far we have come, confront the work still 

unfinished, and reaffirm our Jewish commitment to building a more just and compassionate world.  

Choose a Teacher, Find a Friend: Cantor Earl Rogers Memorial Concert  

Sunday, February 7, 4:00pm   

In 2023, three of Cantor Isaac's beloved teachers--Cantor Benjie Ellen Schiller, Cantor Natasha 

Hirschhorn, and Cantor Gerald Cohen--invited him to complete their quartet of cantor-composers.  

Ever since, they have been singing one another's compositions alongside other favorite repertoire  

from the bima to the Broadway stage, accompanied by internationally acclaimed pianist Alexandra 

Joan. Cantor Isaac is honored to bring his teachers, and now cherished musical companions, to  

Emanu-El's sanctuary. 

Repro Shabbat Service 

Friday, February 26, 7:30pm  

Join us for a powerful Shabbat service dedicated to exploring reproductive rights as a Jewish value. 
Together, we will reflect on our sacred tradition’s emphasis on tzedek, justice, and chesed, care for others, 

and consider how these values call us to uphold dignity, compassion, and the right to make deeply 

personal decisions with care and respect.  

 

Purim Shabbat & Celebration      

Friday, March 12, 7:30pm  

No matter the theme, you can rest assured that Purim will be a raucous, joyous, ridiculous celebration of 

our laughter-filled holiday. Mark the date in your calendar so we can celebrate together!   

These stand-out programs feature dynamic speakers, important and timely topics, and powerful community gatherings. 

FEATURED SPEAKERS & PROGRAMS 
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The Friedman Lecture on Peace & Understanding 

Friday, April 16, 7:30pm   

This lecture series brings leading scholars, activists, public figures, and artists to Emanu-El for 

thought-provoking conversations about Judaism, our world, and the pursuit of peace and greater 

understanding. Through a Jewish lens, we engage with important ideas and some of the most 

pressing questions of our time. Past guests have included former Congresswoman Nita Lowey, 

Middle East expert Aaron David Miller, New York Times reporter Tyler Pager, longtime Jewish 

communal leader David Harris, University of Pennsylvania professor Daniel Hopkins, Westchester 

County Executive Ken Jenkins, and many others. The series is made possible by a generous bequest 

from former congregational president William Friedman in memory of his parents, ensuring an 

ongoing tradition of learning, dialogue, and meaningful conversation.  

Mimouna Shabbat: A Moroccan Culinary Celebration  

Friday, April 30, 7:30pm 

Celebrate the end of Passover with one of the most joyful and delicious traditions of North African 

Jewry! Mimouna marks the return to chametz after a week of matzah with a festive spread of sweets, 

pastries, and other treats. Join us for a special Shabbat filled with delicious food, community, and the 

flavors, traditions, and sounds of Moroccan Jewish life. 

Community Yom Hashoah  Service          

Monday, May 3, 7:15pm        

“Never forget.” It is our sacred duty to remember. We hold close the lives lost, the extraordinary acts 

of bravery, and the quiet courage it took simply to survive another day. We honor the rich heritage of 

communities that were destroyed and commit to living our lives in ways that honor the memory of 

those who perished.  

Mitzvah Shabbat & Pizza Truck Dinner  

Friday, May 7, 5:30pm Dinner & Mitzvah Projects, 6:30pm Service 

Join us for an evening of hands-on mitzvah projects, great food, and meaningful connection across 

generations. Together, we will support a variety of deserving organizations before gathering for a 

brief, uplifting service. And yes - the pizza truck will be back!  

 

FEATURED SPEAKERS & PROGRAMS 
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Whether a holiday celebration, bingo with your family, or the Annual Meeting, there are wonderful reasons to 

come together throughout the year. 

Sukkot Open House at the Goldsmiths'  

Saturday, September 26, 4:00pm 

Each year, Rabbis Howard and Jennifer Goldsmith, along with Lev and Talia, open their backyard sukkah to the 

congregation for a joyful celebration of Sukkot - the festival our tradition calls z’man simchateinu, the season 

of our joy. Join us in the sukkah to shake the lulav, enjoy sweet treats, spend time with friends old and new, 

and celebrate one of Judaism’s most joyful holidays together. 

Sisterhood Kickoff: Sushi & Sangria in the Sukkah 

Tuesday, September 29, 7:00pm 

Whether you are looking to mingle with old friends or connect with new ones, come enjoy a fun evening of 

socializing, laughter, and community. We can’t wait to see you there!  

Mahj, Melds, Mazel & More  

Thursday, October 8, 7:00pm 

This will be a fun filled evening of gaming designed to “bridge” all player types and members of the community 

while supporting the Sisterhood. There will be a Canasta round robin, Mah Jongg tournament, Rummikub, and 

beginner tables for those who want to learn to play!  

Sisterhood Boutique 

Wednesday, October 21, 11:00am - 5:00pm 

Discover unique gifts, jewelry, Judaica, accessories, and more at the Sisterhood Boutique! Join us for a day of 

shopping, community, and connection. 

Bingo 

Sunday, February 7, 12:30pm  

Bingo for all, and prizes for winners! Come play and support the Jared Dubro Legacy Fund which was 

established by the Dubro family to fund programs, initiatives, and experiences that bring the light of Jared’s 

spirit into our world.  

Current & Former Board Member Dinner        

Friday, March 12, 6:30pm 

Each year current and former board members join together to reconnect, get updates on board business, and 

celebrate the congregation. The dinner is followed by our joyful Purim Shabbat! 

Annual Spring Benefit              

Saturday, May 1, 7:30pm 

This is the perfect way to support the congregation while having a fun evening  -  not to be missed!  

Annual Meeting           

Friday, June 4, 6:30pm 

Welcome new board members, bid departing board members a fond farewell, and receive updates about the 

state of the congregation from Rabbi Goldsmith and our president, Amanda Gitkind. Come early at 6:00pm for 

our Annual Congregant Art Show opening reception. 

OTHER COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL & YOUTH  

Young Families Services & Events 

We love helping young families kick off their Jewish journeys! Bring the kids - and the nieces, nephews, and 

grandkids too - to celebrate the joy of Jewish life all year long. Our Young Families events are packed with 

food, music, crafts, stories, social action projects, community, and lots of fun! These events are free and 

open to the community, and are appropriate for ages 6 months - 2nd grade. Many celebrations are 
preceded by our drop-off Kindergarten and Pre-K program (see below). To learn more, contact Director of 

Education, Jackie Kurland at jkurland@c-e-w.org or 914-967-4382 x1015.  

Rosh Hashanah Service & Celebration 

Saturday, September 12, 3:00pm  

Yom Kippur Service  

Monday, September 21, 2:15pm  

Shabbat Celebration 

Sunday, November 1, 10:30am 

Chanukah Celebration  

Sunday, December 6, 10:30am 

Tu Bishvat Celebration  

Sunday, January 24, 10:30am 

Purim Carnival 

Sunday, March 14, 11:00am 

Passover Celebration  

Sunday, April 11, 10:30am 

Yom Ha'atzmaut Celebration 

Sunday, May 2, 10:30am 

Mitzvah Shabbat & Pizza Truck Dinner 

Friday, May 7, 5:30pm  
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To learn more about Emanu-El’s Young Families, Religious School, and Youth programming, contact 

Director of Education Jackie Kurland at jkurland@c-e-w.org or 914-967-4382 x1015. 

Friday Tot Shabbat Services  
Welcome Shabbat with these joyful services for our little ones, filled with music, stories, and blessings.  

Family and friends are always part of the experience!  

Tot Shabbat 

Friday, November 6, 5:00pm  

 

Tot Shabbat 

Friday, December 4, 5:30pm  

Families are invited to the Chanukah dinner  

immediately following Tot Shabbat at 6:00pm.  

 

PJ Shabbat 

Friday, January 29, 5:15pm 

Families are invited to the Shabbat dinner  

immediately following the service at 6:00pm.  

Tot Shabbat 

Friday, April 9, 5:00pm 

Mitzvah Shabbat & Pizza Truck Dinner 

Friday, May 7, 5:30pm 

Families are especially welcome for this fun and 

meaningful evening with the entire congregation! 

Enjoy easy, hands-on mitzvah projects, a pizza 

truck dinner, time with friends old and new, and a 

short, engaging service that everyone can enjoy.  

 



 

 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL & YOUTH  

B’nei Mitzvah 

B’nei mitzvah ceremonies mark the beginning of children’s journeys to adulthood with prayer, Torah, and 

celebration. We honor the young people in our congregation who will become b’nei mitzvah this year.  

Stella Goldman 
Saturday, September 19 

Lexi Lerch 
Saturday, September 19  

Parker Wolff 
Saturday, September 26 

Cecilia Kunkes 
Saturday, October 3   

Henry Bauer 
Saturday, October 17 

Vanessa Patchen 
Saturday, October 24 

Benjamin & Eli Taub 
Saturday, October 31 

Maya Amado 
Saturday, November 7 

Saul Vaisman 
Saturday, November 14 

Jack Roseman 
Saturday, November 21 

Evan & Dylan Levine 
Saturday, December 5 

Skylar & Max Feldman 
Saturday, December 5 

Hannah Hochfelder 
Saturday, December 19 

Samantha Wiener 
Saturday, January 9 

Finley Rosenberg  
Saturday, January 23 

Jacob Mandell   
Saturday, January 30 

Hannah & Skylar Koransky 
Saturday, February 6 

Paige Mendelsohn  
Saturday, February 27 

William Braunstein 
Saturday, March 6 

Jake Klausman  
Saturday, March 13 

Jill & Rachel Weidman 
Saturday, April 3 

Lexi Schlesinger  
Saturday, April 10 

Izabella Lang 
Saturday, April 10 

Audrey Polenberg  
Saturday, April 17 

Joshua Hodes   
Saturday, May 8 

Luke Liebenstein  
& Jake Parkin  
Saturday, May 15 

Dylan Levitt   
Saturday, May 22 

Harper Altman  
Saturday, June 5 

Aiden Pryluck   
Saturday, June 5 

Brody Berkowitz  
Saturday, June 12 

Henry Melmed  
Saturday, June 19 
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The Bauman-Greene Pre-K & Kindergarten Program 

Our Pre-K and Kindergarten program offers your little ones a joyful introduction to Religious School! 

Each session explores the special rituals and traditions of Jewish holidays through creative, hands-on 

activities. After class, families are invited to stay for Young Family Celebrations at the temple  -  a fun 

and festive time for everyone. The program is free, open to the community, and meets on select 

Sundays from 9:00-10:30am. We are grateful to Dr. Caroline Bauman, z’l, for generously supporting  

this program.  

Shabbat 

Sunday, November 1, 9:00am 

Chanukah 

Sunday, December 6, 9:00am 

Tu Bishvat 

Sunday, January 24, 9:00am 

Purim 

Sunday, March 14, 9:30am 

Passover 

Sunday, April 11, 9:00am 

Yom Ha'atzmaut 

Sunday, May 2, 9:00am 



 

 

The Religious School helps families engage deeply with the rich traditions and enduring values of 

Judaism. Through a values-driven curriculum and a strong Hebrew program, we give our learners the 

skills and confidence to explore and embrace their Jewish identity. There are two Religious School 

sessions this year: 9:00 - 11:00am and 10:30am - 12:30pm.  

First Session of B'nei Mitzvah Boot Camp  

(7th Grade) 

Tuesday, September 8, 4:00pm 

Hebrew Tutoring Begins 

Monday, September 14 

First Session of Academy 

(8th & 9th Grades) 

Sunday, September 20, 11:15am 

Opening Day of Religious School  

& Sukkot Celebration: Pizza in the Hut  

Sunday, September 27, 10:30am 

First Session of Confirmation 

(10th Grade) 

Sunday, October 18, 10:30am 

Consecration & Musical Guest  

Cantor Becky Mann  

Friday, October 23, 6:00pm Dinner, 6:45pm Service 

Chanukah Shabbat & Dinner 

Friday, December 4 

6:00pm Dinner, 6:45pm Service 

6th Grade Retreat 

Friday, February 5, 6:00pm  

& Saturday, February 6, 8:30am 

Purim Carnival 

Sunday, March 14, 11:00am 

Religious School Open House 

Sunday, May 2, 11:30am 

Mitzvah Shabbat & Pizza Truck Dinner 

Friday, May 7, 5:30pm 

Last Session of Academy 

Sunday, May 16, 10:00am 

Last Session of Religious School & Carnival  

Sunday, May 23, 9:00am 

Last Session of Boot Camp 

Tuesday, June 8, 4:00pm 

Last Session of Confirmation 

Tuesday, June 8, 7:00pm 

Confirmation Shabbat Service  

Friday, June 11, 7:30pm  

 

No Religious School 
October 11, November 29, December 20,  
December 27, January 17, February 14,  
February 21, March 21, March 28, April 25,  
and May 9 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL & YOUTH  
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Special Religious & Hebrew School Events 



 

 

The Farah Family Hineini Program 

Through the Farah Family Hineini Program, our 7th grade students step into the community to bring 

Jewish values to life, helping to make the world a better place and to continue our shared Jewish story. 

This hands-on service-learning approach has transformed Sunday mornings for students and their 

families, while making a meaningful impact on the wider community. A detailed schedule with activities 

and start times will be shared directly with families. We are grateful to the Farah family for their 

generous support of this program.  

Academy: 8th and 9th Grade  

This year, our 8th and 9th Grade Academy learn what it means to be a Jewish leader, both at our synagogue 

and in the greater Jewish community. Designed for teens to have a social and academic space where 

everyone can come together, Academy helps students deepen their Jewish knowledge and identity. Because 

Academy meets on Sunday mornings, our teens will be able to take their learning and apply their leadership 

skills directly to our Religious School with opportunities to create and run programs and activities for 

younger students.   

Sunday, September 20, 11:15am 

Sunday, October 25, 10:00am 

Sunday, November 8 10:00am 

Sunday, November 15, 10:00am 

Sunday, December 13, 10:00am 

Sunday, January 3, 10:00am 

Sunday, February 7, 10:00am 

Sunday, March 7, 10:00am 

Sunday, April 4, 10:00am 

Sunday, April 11, 10:00am 

Sunday, May 2, 10:00am 

Sunday, May 16, 10:00am 

Confirmation  

Our 10th graders spend a year studying with Rabbi Goldsmith exploring many facets of Jewish identity, 

theology, and meaning. The teens finish the year knowing where they fit in the story of the Jewish people.   

Sunday, October 18, 10:30am  

Sunday, November 1, 10:30am  

Sunday, November 22, 10:30am 

Sunday, December 6, 10:30am 

Sunday, January 3, 10:30am 

Sunday, January 24, 10:30am 

Sunday, February 7, 10:30am 

Sunday, February 28, 10:30am 

Sunday, March 7, 10:30am 

Sunday, April 4, 10:30am 

Sunday, April 18, 10:30am 

Sunday, May 16, 10:30am 

Thursday, May 27, 10:30am 

 

Confirmation Rehearsal:  

Tuesday, June 8, 7:00pm  

 

Confirmation Shabbat Service:  

Friday, June 11, 7:30pm 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL & YOUTH  
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BBYO  

Emanu-El has joined forces with KTI, JCCH, and Community Synagogue of Rye to launch a new BBYO 

chapter called Simcha. BBYO offers teens opportunities for leadership, friendship, developing Jewish 

identity, connection to something bigger than themselves, and much more. One of the great features of 

BBYO is that the programming is completely teen-driven! For more information, contact Amanda Fogel 

at amandamichellefogel@gmail.com. 

High School Social Justice Seminar in Washington, DC 

CEW teens are headed to Washington, DC! On the trip, we will learn about social justice issues, develop  

life-long advocacy and leadership skills, lobby our congressional representatives in their offices on Capitol 

Hill, and explore our nation's capital. We will also celebrate Shabbat with teens from across the country. 

It's an experience you won't want to miss! For more information, contact Director of Education Jackie 

Kurland at jkurland@c-e-w.org or 914-967-4382 x1015. 

Madrichim Fellowship 

Madrichim are leaders and role models in our Religious School who help out in our program every 

Sunday morning. Our madrichim support our school in many ways, including teaching in classrooms, 

and they have opportunities to lead presentations and activities for students of all ages. By 

participating in the Madrichim Fellowship, our teens continue to build upon the connections that 

they have to our synagogue and they develop their own Jewish identity in the process.  
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